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The Messenger 
50 State Route 24 West,  
Chester, NJ 07930	 	   
Phone: 908-879-7208 

March, 2023 

Carol King, Editor

Email: messiahchester@earthlink.net	 	 Website: www.messiahchester.org

Messiah Vestry: 
John P, Treasurer 

Elected Wardens:   serving until (year) 
(2024) 

Debbie B  
(2025) 

Merica D.

(2025) 
Keith H 
Pat K 
Holly P 

(2024) 
Julie C 
Kathy K  
Jackie M. 

(2026) 
Susan O  
 Craig R  
Elizabeth G.

We are a part of the 
Episcopal Diocese 

of Newark, NJ 

Elected Members:  serving until (year) 

 Sunday Worship  Schedule
* 8:00 am Morning Prayer Rite II 

(lay leader presiding) 
OR Holy Eucharist (spoken) 
when clergy is available.

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II when 
clergy is available… OR 
Morning Prayer, lay led. 
Organ & piano music, vocal 
choir, sometimes bell choir. 
Sunday School every week. 
Child care upon request. 

* Early service may be canceled 
if lay leader is unavailable.  
Phone ahead to check .

A Message from your Wardens
A changing of the guard.  Thank you to 
Dani for her dedication, for all she 
accomplished during her tenure as 
warden, and for what she continues to do 
for Messiah. Change can be good and I 
think after our Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
most in attendance would agree. 
We started the meeting with a good meal 
and listened to the YouTube recording of 
Bishop Hughes’ sermon from the 
convention. It is worth listening to, so if you 
have not already heard it, you can find it by 
Googling Bishop Hughes: Going where 
God sends, together. She gives a clearer 
perspective on where we, as God’s church, 
are going and puts things in perspective - 
we are not alone in our journey without 
clergy and we need to continue to have 
faith and see where God is taking us. With 
the sharing that was done at the Annual 
Meeting by Kathy - budget, John - finances 
and Merica - our reality - we will be calling 
a part-time, not full-time, Priest in Charge, 

as well as the sharing by those in 
attendance, most people left feeling 
gratitude in that Messiah is an exciting 
place to be. Our finances are sound, our 
budget is reasonable, we have a 
wonderful, productive and truly cohesive 
leadership team - vestry and finance 
committee working together in our 
stewardship of Messiah. In addition, we 
have wonderful vocal and bell choirs led by 
an amazing director, an outstanding group 
of people doing outreach, inreach and 
social justice work, and we are providing a 
wonderful space for community to gather 
and for us to worship. These are just a few 
of the things we are grateful for!
We would like to thank you all for your 
continued support via the sharing of your 
thoughts, prayers, and pledges. We are 
blessed in that we only had a few less 
pledges this year due to relocation, but 
several people also increased their 
pledges, which offset some of that loss.
Daebbie B . and Merica D.,, Wardens

It’s the rough side of the mountain that’s the easiest to climb.  
The smooth side doesn’t have anything for you to hang onto. 

Aretha Franklin
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“Plus One” Campaign
This is a very simple way to 
remember families in need.  
When you go to the 
supermarket, just add one 
item to your cart.  Your 
single item, added to everyone else’s single 
item, will make a huge difference.

 Stations of the Cross
Wednesdays at 2 pm

Each Wednesday at 2 pm during Lent, we are 
invited to participate in  Stations of the Cross  
You can attend in person or via Facebook.
Frank  H. is serving as the cross-bearer, and 
Chris O. is leading the prayers.

Other Lenten Opportunities
The Rev. Lorna Erixson, rector of St. Mark’s, 
Mendham, welcomes us to join a Wednesday 
evening program (via Zoom). It will is be led by an 
intern from Drew University.
Pastor Ingrid Wengert welcomes us to join her at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Long Valley on 
Wednesdays (in person).

“If your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn 
more, do more and become more, then, you are an excellent leader.”  

Dolly Parton

March Birthdays
Mar 1 Mary Ellen T

Mar 2 Lee W

Mar 8 Ruth M

Mar 10 Lorelei B

Mar 14 Carol H

Mar 15 Sean F

Mar 18 Ainsley Y

Mar 26 Carol K

Mar 30 John P

March Anniversary
Mar 14  Jackie & Jim M

Neighbors in Need 
“Neighbors in Need” in March is Chester 
Food Pantry.
 All shelf-stable donations are appreciated. 
Always-needed items include: 

• oil,  vinegar, salad dressing, mayo, 
• powdered & shelf-stable milk 
• canned chicken, soups, veggies 
• body wash, shampoo & conditioner 
• paper towels/tissues/napkins 
• feminine hygiene products 
• cereal, rice, pasta, 
• flour, sugar, cake mix

Thrift Shop Schedule
Thursdays 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
 50% off sales:  Mar. 9th 11th
$1 dollar sales: Mar. 16th & 18th
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Coffee Hour 
After the 10 am service, we 
join with friends for fellowship 
& conversation. Coffee, tea & 
wrapped snacks are 
available.  Bananas and 
oranges are considered to be 
wrapped snacks. 
You can help with coffee 
hour!—Sign up to host  and/or set up on a 
Sunday. Use the sign-up sheet or contact Sue 
U. in the church office. You may also donate 
$20 to help keep the coffee hour “treats” 
supplied in your name. Usual “treats” are yogurt, 
individually wrapped cheeses, fruit and danish. 

What does the church believe on public policy issues?    
Make your voice heard 

The Office of Government Affairs of The Episcopal Church 
represents us on critical public policy issues, advocating for 
positions taken by our bishops.  Follow this link to learn what 
those positions are: www.episcopalchurch.org.  Click on 
Ministries, then on Office of Government Affairs. There you will 
find a list of Action Alerts that spell out the church’s position on 
such matters as the Cuban embargo, the Arctic Refuge 
Protection Act, gun reform, immigration reform, voting reform 
and police reform.  It is easy to add your voice on these issues. 
On the website, you can find a letter on each issue, add your 
thoughts, and immediately email it to your representatives in 
Washington.  You can sign up to receive email alerts from the 
Office of Government Affairs.

Dave S., Vestry member (Social Justice)

Annual Meeting 
We gathered after the 10 am service on Sunday, 
February 26th, shared in a meal and watched Bishop 
Hughes’s sermon from the convention: “Going where 
God sends, together.”
We heard reports from various vestry members, and a 
review of the parish finances. Kathy K. announced the 
wheelbarrow total for 2022 was $306 compared to our 
first year’s total of $300 in 2021.  We decided to continue 
with the wheelbarrow collection of “change in your 
pocket” for 2023.

We elected: Merica D …warden (2 year term)
Elizabeth G ….vestry member (3 year term)..
Jackie M…. to fill an unexpired 2024 term
We re-elected: Craig R….vestry member (3 year term)
Susan O….vestry member (3 year term). 
We also elected: Holly P. & Elizabeth G. to represent us 
in the  Harriet Tubman region* of the Diocese of Newark 
(with Julie C. and John P. as alternates).
*Harriet Tubman region was formerly known as District  1
Many thanks to all those willing to serve, here at Messiah 
or in the greater areas of church life.. 

What I fear most is power with impunity. I fear abuse of power, and the power to abuse.  
Isabel Allende 
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Homeless Solutions Meal Preparation
Saturday, March  18th

Are you looking for for a “hands-on” ministry?
Try this: Help provide a dinner for the people residing at 
the shelter known as “Homeless Solutions.” 
When?  Our team will gather at 4 pm on Saturday, March  
18th. We usually get home to Chester around 7 pm.
Where?: The shelter is located on W. Hanover Ave. in 
Morris Township. We often meet at Messiah and car pool..
Who? Since the work involves moving large trays of food 
into & out of a hot oven, it’s ideally a ministry for 
physically-fit parishioners. Children (age 9 and up) may 
serve as helpers, but only if accompanying a parent.
What? We make a purchase (or harvest, or obtain 
donations) of food. We take the food to the Homeless 
Solutions building and  cook it in their kitchen. We serve 
the children, women & men living there (lately, about 35 
residents).
Do I have to commit to doing this every month? We do 
not require that. Some of our “regulars” can do Saturdays 
but not Fridays, or vice-versa. Newcomers are very 
welcome. However, Covid precautions  require advance 
registration of volunteers. If you think you would like to 
help, please contact Julie C. for more information.
Can I help in another way? Certainly! Serving so many 
people costs roughly $125 each time. Your financial 

support is welcome. If you can sponsor a meal or part of a 
meal, please mark “Homeless Solutions” on your check. 

How can I plan for the date?: Our calendar for serving is 
confusing, but there is a  mnemonic that can help. In 
odd-numbered months, (1=January , 3=March, 5=May, 
etc.) we serve on the 3rd  Saturday of the month. ( 3rd 

being an odd number, get it?)  In 2023, that is the 18th  of 
March. In even-numbered months (2=February, 4=April, 
6=June, etc.) we serve on the 2nd  Friday of the month (2nd 

being an even number, you see?)—OK, OK, I said there a 
mnemonic exists ; I didn’t say it was a simple one! 

Happily, the dates will continue to be revealed in the 
weekly announcements 

Why should I Use the Sign-Up Genius?   That’s not 
required; there still is a paper sign-up sheet in the parish 
hall. The e-version is better because it shows all the 
dates, even when we trade dates with another 
congregation. In most years we actually serve 13 times. 
Using the sign-up genius also lets you see which service 
dates are short-handed.


Do contact Julie C. for the link to the sign- up 
genius. For several months, we have has 
tried to get a sign-up link right here 
in this Messenger article, but that 
has not worked (perhaps because 
your editor’s iMac is too old to be 
updated to the latest version of 
software).


“Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate of somebody else.” 
Judy Garland
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Five Inspiring Episcopalian Women
1. Amelia Bloomer

Bloomer joined the Episcopal church 
in her twenties. She wrote about 
issues such as education and 
suffrage for women, temperance, and 
fashion. She is best known for the 
loose-fitting pants to replace the 
corsets that caused discomfort and 
health problems for women.

2. Eleanor Roosevelt
First Lady from 1933-1945, she 
was  a cradle Episcopalian. An 
outspoken advocate of equal 
rights, child welfare, and labor 
reform, she served as U.S. 
delegate to the United Nations and 
played a key role in the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. 

3. Katherine Jefferts Schori
Schori was the first  female Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church and the first female primate in the 
entire Anglican Communion. She was a strong 
proponent of the U.N. Millennium Development Goals. 
With a background in biology and oceanography, she 
advocated for environmental causes.

4. Sandra Day O’Connor
O’Connor was a cradle Episcopalian. Her 
professionalism and fairness made her one of the most 
respected judges in recent memory. In 1981 she 
became the first woman appointed to the Supreme 
Court, where she served for 24 years.

5. Pamela Pauli Chinnis
Chinnis was the first woman to serve 
as the President of the Episcopal 
Church’s House of Deputies. She was 
elected in 1991, 1994, and 1997 for 
three three-year terms.
source:The Episcopal Handbook, Morehouse Publishing, 2008 

WasThere a Real Saint Elsie?
Yes! Elsie used to be a common nickname for 
Elizabeth, so the name may refer to Elisabeth of 
Schönau (c. 1129 – 18 June 1164). She was a 
German Benedictine visionary.[ She was an abbess at 
the Schönau Abbey in the Duchy of Nassau, and 
reportedly experienced numerous religious visions, 
for which she became widely sought after by many 
powerful men as far away as France and England.

“I raise up my voice—not so that I can shout, but so that those without a voice can be heard. … 
We cannot all succeed when half of us are held back.”  Malala Yousafzai 

“In the future, there will be no female leaders. 
There will just be leaders.”” 

Sheryl Sandberg

The name “Saint Elsie’s 
Closet” for our thrift shop was 
chosen due to the original use 
of the space as a cow barn.
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I am that great and fiery force  
sparkling in everything that lives; 
in shining of the river’s course, 
in greening grass that glory gives. 
 I shine in glitter on the seas, 
in burning sun, in moon and stars. 
In unseen wind, in verdant trees  
I breathe within, both near and far. 
And where I breathe there is no death, 
and meadows glow with beauties rife. 
I am in all, the spirit’s breath, 
the thundered word, for I am Life.

Author: Hildegard of Bingen [c.1098—1179]

Spanish - 
Nada te turbe; nada te espante.  
Quien a Dios tiene, nada le falta. 
Nada te turbe; nada te espante.  
Solo Dios basta

 Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
Those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
God alone fills us.

Author: Teresa of Avila [1515—1582]

Hymns by Women
Long before women served on the vestry , and a very long time 
before women served as ordained clergy, female poets expressed 
their devotion to faith by writing hymns.
In honor of Women’s History Month, the following pages contain 
the texts of twenty-two hymns written by female poets.

“Ww  believe that the holy act of singing together shapes faith, 
heals brokenness, transforms lives, and renews peace.” 

The Hymn Society

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, and waiting not 
to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come
Author: Charlotte Elliot[1789-1871]

All shall be well.
All shall be well.
All manor of thing, everything,
all shall be well
Author: Julian of Norwich  [1343—1416]
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Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect communion, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 
Angels descending bring from above  
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain}
[Author: Phoebe Knapp [1839—1908]

Dear God, our Father, at Thy knees confessing  
Our sins and follies, close in Thine embrace, 
Children forgiven, happy in Thy blessing, 
Deepen our spirits to receive Thy grace. 
Not for more beauty would our eyes entreat Thee, 
Flooded with beauty, beauty everywhere; 
Only for keener vision that may greet Thee, 
In all Thy vestures of the earth and air. 
The stars and rainbows are Thy wondrous wearing, 
Sunlight and shadow moving on the hills; 
Holy the meadow where Thy feet are faring, 
Holy the brooklet that Thy laughter fills.
 Not for more love our craving hearts implore Thee, 
But for more power to love until they glow  
Like hearths of comfort, eager to restore Thee, 
Hidden in human wretchedness and woe. 
 In souls most sullen Thou art softly dreaming  
Of saints and heroes wrought from Thy divine  
Pity and patience, still the lost redeeming, 
Deepen our spirits for love like Thine.
Author: Katherine Lee Bates [1859—1929]

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 
from the burning off the noon-tide hear, and the burden of the day.
Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me,
and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess:
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness.
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place,
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face.;
content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss,
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.
Author: Elizabeth Cecelia Douglas Clephane [1830-1869]

God will take care of you, be not afraid; 
He is your safeguard thru sunshine and shade;
Tenderly watching and keeping His own, 
He will not leave you to wander alone 
Refrain: God will take care of you still to the end; 
Oh, what a Father, Redeemer and Friend! 
Jesus will answer whenever you call, 
He will take care of you, trust Him for all
God will take care of you, thru all the day, 
Shielding your footsteps, directing your way; 
He is your Shepherd, Protector and Guide,
Leading His children where still waters glide. 
[Refrain] 
God will take care of you, long as you live, 
Granting you blessings no other can give; 
He will take care of you when time is past, 
Safe to His kingdom will bring you at last.
[Refrain] 
Author: Fanny Crosby [1820—1916]
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Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God our Creator triumphantly raise;
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
by guiding us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us; pure light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night:
till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished,
as forward we travel from light into light. 

By law God enforces the stars in their courses,
the sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine,
we too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise,
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

Author: Katherine K. Davis  [1892-1980]

O God of all creation
Of sun and moon and star,
Of continent and nation,
Of people near and far:
Enfuse us with your Spirit,
Enliven us, we pray.
O speak and make us hear it,
Your word for this new day. 

Creator of this planet 
(small speck in space and time!)
No other god can span it;
You only are sublime!
We marvel at your purpose, 
Your providence and care.
May we reflect your love thus
To people everywhere.
 Author: Jane Parker Huber [1926-2008]

“Women are like teabags. 
 We don’t know our true strength 
until we are in hot  water” 

Eleanor Roosevelt

For Your holy book we thank You,
And for all who served You well,
Writing, guarding, and translating,
That its pages might forth tell
Your strong love and tender care
For Your people everywhere.
For Your holy book we thank You,
And for those who work today,
That the people of all nations,
Reading it and following may
Know Your love and tender care
For Your people everywhere. 

For Your holy book we thank You,
May its message be our guide,
May we understand the wisdom
Of the laws it will provide:
And Your love and tender care
For Your people everywhere.
For Your holy book we thank You,
May its message in our hearts
Lead us now to see in Jesus
All the grace Your word imparts:
All Your love and tender care
For Your people everywhere
Author: Ruth Carter (1900-1982)
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God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance 
through the silent fields of space: 
we, your children in your likeness, 
share inventive powers with you; 
Great Creator, still creating, 
show us what we yet may do.
Proudly rise our modern cities, 
stately buildings, row on row; 
yet their windows, blank, unfeeling, 
stare on canyoned streets below, 
where the lonely drift unnoticed 
in the city’s ebb and flow, 
lost to purpose and to meaning, 
scarcely caring where they go. 

We have ventured worlds undreamed of
since the childhood of our race; 
known the ecstasy of winging 
through untraveled realms of space; 
probed the secrets of the atom, 
yielding unimagined power, 
facing us with life’s destruction 
or our most triumphant hour.
As each far horizon beckons, 
may it challenge us anew, 
children of creative purpose, 
serving others, honoring you.
May our dreams prove rich with promise, 
each endeavor well begun: 
Great Creator, give us guidance 
till our goals and yours are one.
Author: Catherine Cameron (1927-2019  )

In the bulb there is a flower,
In the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter 
there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

There's a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody;
there's a dawn in every darkness 
bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future;
what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

In our end is our beginning;
in our time, infinity;
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection;
at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.
Author: Natalie Sleeth [1930-2002]

Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the 
Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord,  

Ephesians 5:19
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I cannot dance, O Love, 
unless you lead me on.
I cannot leap in gladness 
unless you lift me up.
From love to love we circle,
beyond all knowledge grow,
for when you lead we follow,
to new worlds you can show.
Love is the music around us,
we glide as birds in air,
entwining, soul and body,
your wings hold us with care.
Your Spirit is the harpist
and all your children sing;
her hands the currents around us,
your love the golden strings.
O blessed Love, your circling 
unites us, God and soul.
From the beginning, your arms 
embrace and make us whole.
Hold us in steps of mercy 
from which you never part,
that we may know more fully 
the dances of your heart. 
Author: Jean Jantzen [1933…]

As the wind song through the trees,  
as the stirring of the breeze,  
so it is with the Spirit of God; 
as the heart made strangely warm,  
as the voice within the storm,  
so it is with the Spirit of God.
Never seen, ever known  
where this wind has blown,  
bringing life, bringing pow’r to the world, 
as the dancing tongues of fire,  
as the soul’s most deep desire,  
so it is with the Spirit of God. 

As the rainbow after rain,  
as the hope that’s born again, 
so it is with the Spirit of God;
as a kite on a string,  
so it is with the Spirit of God,
Making worlds that are new,  
making peace come true,  
bringing gifts, bringing love to the world; 
as the rising of the yeast,  
as the wine at the feast,  
so it is with the Spirit of God.
Author: Shirley Erena Murray [1931-2020]

My soul gives glory to my God,
My heart pours out its praise.
God lifted up my lowliness
In many marvelous ways.
My God has done great things for me:
Yes, holy is this Name.
All people will declare me blessed,
And blessings they shall claim.From 
age to age to all who fear,
Such mercy love imparts,
Dispensing justice far and near,
Dismissing selfish hearts. 

Love casts the mighty from their 
thrones,
Promotes the insecure,
Leaves hungry spirits satisfied;
The rich seem suddenly poor.
 Praise God, whose loving covenant
Supports those in distress,
Remembering past promises
With present faithfulness.
Author: Miriam Therese Winter (1938-  )

My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you— 
I whom you have delivered.  

Psalm 71:23
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The earth and all who breathe 
exist through love divine, 
who formed the sea, the flowering tree, 
the wren, the fragrant pine.
Each woman, man, and child created from the dust 
is called to share creation’s care, 
a sacred, living trust.
The good, abundant earth 
is ours to tend and keep, 
yet land lies waste, consumed in haste, 
and hungry children weep.
The nations proudly build new Babels to the sky.
Their bombs destroy creation’s joy, 
their missiles terrify!
Creation now awaits 
humanity’s rebirth 
at last to claim one common aim: 
to nurture life on earth.
Awake, all humankind, the challenge now embrace, 
apply your strength, your voice, your means, 
as stewards of God’s grace.
Author: Ruth Duck (1947-  )

Holy balance lives in tension, 
paradox, a quiet din.
We can’t write a creed sufficient 
to define or fence God in.
Refrain: There’s a Higher Power for us
   as we travel paths untrod.
  In and o’er us sounds the chorus: Let go, let God.
We may not have keen assurance 
of the answers, sharp and clear. 
Living fully, we embrace doubt, 
love the questions, hold them dear. Refrain
When we meet with cruel injustice, 
suffer illness, cry in grief; 
in the face of friend and stranger 
we meet God, our blest relief. Refrain
In the grip of wild confusion, 
torn apart, out of control, 
we turn over our compulsions. 
Just for this day, we are whole. Refrain
Author: Carol Goodwin King,  (1943-  )

Summoned by the God who made us  
rich in our diversity 
Gathered in the name of Jesus,  
richer still in unity.
Refrain: Let us bring the gifts that differ  
and, in splendid, varied ways,  
sing a new Church into being,  
one in faith and love and praise. 

Radiant risen from the water,  
robed in holiness and light,  
male and female in God’s image,  
male and female, God’s delight. 
[Refrain]
Trust the goodness of creation;  
trust the Spirit strong within.  
Dare to dream the vision promised,  
sprung from seed of what has been.
[Refrain] 

Bring the hopes of every nation;  
bring the art of every race.  
Weave a song of peace and justice;  
let it sound through time and space.
[Refrain]
Draw together at one table,  
all the human family;  
shape a circle ever wider  
and a people ever free. [Refrain]
Author:  Delores Dufner, OSB [1939…]

M
ak

e a
 jo

yfu
l n

ois
e u

nto
 th

e L
ord



page �  of �12 13

When memory fades and recognition falters, 
when eyes we love grow dim, 
and minds, confused, 
speak to our souls of love that never alters; 
speak to our hearts by pain and fear abused.

As frailness grows and youthful strengths diminish 
in weary arms that worked their earnest fill, 
your aging servants labor now to finish 
their earthy tasks, as fits your mystery’s will.

Within your Spirit, goodness lives unfading.
The past and future mingle into one.
All joys remain, unshadowed light pervading.
No valued deed will ever be undone.

Author: Mary Louise Bringle (1953-   )

Creating God, who lit the sun 
and set the stars in place
You knit us in our mother’s womb, 
you formed each infant face.
You give us birth, you give us life, 
you hold us to your breast,
a mother God who wraps us ‘round 
with warmth and gentleness.
You stretch a mother’s steady hand 
to guide us as we rise.
And as we, stumbling, learn to walk, 
you watch with careful eyes.
We live rejoicing in your love, 
and ever work to bring 
your mother’s strength and tender care 
to souls afraid to sing.
You dance, exulting in your world, 
a dance so wild and strong 
that we, uplifted by your grace, 
must surely dance along.
O Mother God, you hold us close 
and, laughing, set us free.
So deeply rooted in your love, 
strong growing we will be.
Author: Dr. Jody Caldwell (1954-  )

Accept, O Lord, the gifts we 
bring
 to place upon your table.
We do not worship as we ought
 but only as we’re able. 

The vines were planted, seeds were sown.
They grew in your good pleasure.
What once was common, daily food 
becomes a holy treasure..  

Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares
 we lift in prayer before you.
Lord, by your grace now come to us, 
as humbly we adore you.   
Author: Beth Bergeron Folkemer (1957     ) 

“Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come before him with song. 

Psalms 100: 2
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 Altar Flower Donations 
Suggested Donation: $35

Altar flower donations are an excellent way to 
honor a loved one, mentor or friend.  You can sign 
up on the flower chart or email the church office, 
then send your check via USPS mail.  
You can request the type or color of flowers you 
wish to give. 
We do not have flowers on the altar during Lent,, 
but you will have an opportunity to sponsor 
flowers for Easter (April 9th ) and the Sundays 
thereafter.

!  "  #  !  "  #

“Think like a queen. A queen is not afraid to fail. Failure is another steppingstone to greatness.” 
Oprah Winfrey

“I’d rather regret the risks that didn’t work out 
than the chances I didn’t take  

Simone Biles

Education for Ministry, EfM
Happily, our Education for Ministry groups, 
formerly led by the Rev. 
Margaret Otterburn (now 
retired) have been able to 
continue.
Thank you so much to the 
Rev. Lorna Erixson, rector at 
St. Mark’s, Mendham, for welcoming our EfM 
scholars to continue under her leadership.


