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The Messenger 
50 State Route 24 West,  
Chester, NJ 07930	 	   
Phone: 908-879-7208 

January, 2023 

Carol King, Editor

Email: messiahchester@earthlink.net	 	 Website: www.messiahchester.org

Welcome to 2023, a year filled with anticipation 
and excitement!  

We hope that you were able to join us for our 
December 18th service, which included  the 
pageant written by our own Carol King.  It was 
a wonderful intergenerational production giving 
Mary’s perspective in reflection 33 years later. 
With a cast consisting of all of our Sunday 
school students, a few congregants combined 
with the choir and soloists Sue Underwood, 
Sean Flynn and Merica Dermody; it was a 
moving performance to witness.

Our Christmas Eve service, with both vocal and 
bell choirs, was also a wonderful celebration 
and sign that we are a strong Messiah family.

Canon Clark will be with us on January 8th for 
our 10 o’clock service and will share  our next 
steps in our transition.  Plan to join us in person 
if possible or on Facebook Live if not.

We have been in contact with a gentleman 
introduced to us by Canon Clark. Bernie Milano 
has been active in the diocese for many years 
and went through a transition with his church.  
Listening to us describe our current community, 
our hopes for the future and our ministries, he is 
very positive for us and our preparedness for a 
new priest.  He shared our discussion with 
Canon Clark as part of our journey, it will be 
nice to hear her thoughts on January 8th. 


We recently upgraded our WiFi system, so there 
should be fewer interruptions in the Facebook 
Live streaming.  This upgrade in our WiFi 
system allowed us to move ahead with the 
installation of our remote-access thermostats 
so we can monitor and control the AC and 
heating systems on our phones to provide the 
most efficient use of energy as well as 
convenience to those monitoring it. 

The much-needed replacement of windows in 
the back of the parish hall, the rectory, and  
administrator offices will begin over the next 
month or so.

Preparation of the rectory continues with 
painting. The slate floors have been cleaned 
and sealed; the laundry room, kitchen and first 
floor bathroom restoration and painting are 
completed. 

After prayerful consideration Merica has 
decided to join the vestry as warden.  Both 
Susan and Craig have agreed to join for an 
additional term. Jackie has also decided to 
rejoin the vestry.  We still have one open 
position.  If you are interested in joining us for 
what should be a fun and exciting next few 
years please speak with either of us.

!


Debbie B. & Dani P., Wardens 

Messiah Vestry: 
John P, Treasurer 

Elected Wardens:   serving until (year) 
(2023) 
Dani P  

(2024) 
Debbie B

(2025) 
Keith H 
Pat K 
Holly P 

(2024) 
Julie C 
Kathy K  

(2023) 
Susan O  
 Craig R  
 Dave S

We are a part of the 
Episcopal Diocese 

of Newark, NJ 

Elected Members:  serving until (year) 

 Sunday Worship  Schedule
* 8:00 am Morning Prayer Rite II 

(lay leader presiding) 
OR Holy Eucharist (spoken) 
when clergy is available.

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II when 
clergy is available… OR 
Morning Prayer, lay led. 
Organ & piano music, vocal 
choir, sometimes bell choir. 
Sunday School& & child care 
available upon request.

* Early service may be cancelled 
if lay leader is unavailable.  
Phone ahead to check .
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January Anniversary 
Jan 31  Bernadette & Nelson R

January Birthdays 
Jan   4  Marcus B
Jan   5 Susan O
Jan 11 Linda O
Jan 12 Pat H 
Jan 12 Jim M
Jan 16 Debbie B
Jan 17 Julie C
Jan 18 Wil R
Jan 21 Nelson R
Jan 22 Terry L  

Neighbors in Need  
“Neighbors in Need” in January is North Porch.

Always-needed items include 
formula; baby and toddler food; 
wipes; diapers—especially in 
large sizes (size 4 or larger.)  They 
can be any variety; inexpensive 
ones are fine.


Fundraising Update 
Our Candle Sale was a success. The  Church of 
the Messiah received $81.50. Total Sales were 
$326.

A special thank you to Rob and Donna for their 
generosity and joining with us.

Looking to 2023 for more adventures and FUN in 
Fundraising Efforts!  

Kathy K., Vestry member (fundraising) 

Pledges Needed 
Please return your pledge if you have not already done so. 

We need to put together our final budget for 2023 so 
we can make our pledge to the diocese by 

the beginning of January. We realize we 
did not give you much time to 

consider your commitment. 

Thank you for understanding 
our need to hasten the process 
at this time.

“Plus One” Campaign 
This is a very simple way to remember 
families in need.  When you go to the 
supermarket, just add 
one item to your cart.  
Your single item, added 
to everyone else’s single 
item, will make a huge difference.

Thrift Shop Schedule 

Thursdays 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Saturdays 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

 50% off sales:  Jan. 5th & 7th

$1 dollar sales: Jan. 12th & 14th


Coffee Hour  
After the 10 am service, we 
join with friends for 
fellowship & conversation. 
Coffee, tea & wrapped 
snacks are available.  
Bananas and oranges are 
considered to be wrapped 
snacks. Sign up to host  
and/or set up on a Sunday. 
Use sign-up sheet or 
contact Sue U. in office.
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Homeless Solutions 
Homeless Solutions philosophy is based on “A Hand Up, not a Handout.” As a private, nonprofit 
organization, Homeless Solutions has been helping the homeless and working poor in the Morris 
County community since 1983. Their goal is to give those we serve the tools and surroundings they 
need to rebuild their lives and become self-sufficient. What sets them apart from others is the 
Continuum of Housing options, including our Main Shelter, Transitional Housing Program (THP) for 
families, Mt. Kemble Home for senior women, Warming Center for street homeless in the winter and 
summer, Promising Solutions campus for single women in shared housing, and the 74 Affordable 
Rental Housing units we own and operate. They have a remarkable staff of over 50 individuals (full-
time & part-time) and are governed by a Board of Trustees.

There are numerous ways you can assist in their mission as a volunteer or through donations.

How you can help Homeless Solutions or you can try out the QR code to help complete their 
kitchen essentials.

Julie C., Vestry member, Outreach

 Sr Victoria of CSJB at Homeless Solutions

 with Volunteers L to R:  Catherine S, Anita H, 
Debbie B (Warden Messiah), Madeline R, and 
CSJB Associate Julie C (Messiah Outreach Vestry)


Homeless Solutions held its 
3rd Annual A Night in the 
Cold in early December.  The 
event serves as a major 
fundraiser for this non-profit.  
To Learn More about the 
Event and Meet Some Staff 
 Homeless Solutions has 
been helping the homeless 
and working poor in the 
Morris County community 
since 1983.

Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those 
who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. 

Isaiah 58:7 
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Christmas Angels 
Messiah provided Angel Giving Tree gifts for several children 
residing at Homeless Solutions.  The Community of St John 
Baptist supplemented the gifts by providing knitted winter 
items.  Items received blessings at the CSJB  Retreat House 
altar and the Church of Messiah Altar.

Thousands of candles can be lighted from a 
single candle, and the life of the candle will 
not be shortened. Happiness never decreases 
by being shared. 

Budgha,. 

Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;  
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.


Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining;  
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;  
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,  
odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?


 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.


Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;  
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.




page �  of �5 6

The passing of a social justice champion 
Gerry Gannon passed away on Christmas Day 2022, following a 
long illness.  Let me tell you about Gerry.  In 1965, when he was 
a Roman Catholic priest, he marched with Rev. Martin Luther 
King in Selma, Alabama, when civil rights advocates crossed the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge, which is now a National Historic 
Landmark.  The marchers were seeking voting rights.,

Gerry subsequently left the priesthood.  At the end of the 
Vietnam War, he and his wife, Mary, helped house refugees 
fleeing the country.

Fast forward to the Syrian refugee crisis.  He and Mary were 
instrumental in founding Refugee Assistance Morris Partners in 
2016.  RAMP has since supported nine families fleeing Syria and 
Afghanistan, almost 40 people.  Jackie M. and I were honored to 
help the Gannons start this effort.

Gerry was a warm, welcoming, passionate, courageous 
advocate for social justice.  The world needs more like him.

At our Christmas Eve service, Fr. Calandriello asked us to look 
up at a bright star and think of someone who inspired us.  My 
new star in the heavens is blessed Gerry Gannon.

Dave S., Vestry member, Social Justice

Sign of Peace not Part of Morning Prayer 
I have been asked by a number of parishioners why we do not 
share the Sign of Peace during our Morning Prayer services. 
Sue had already checked many resources regarding  this 
topic.    While no Morning Prayer service included the Sign of 
Peace, no explanation was provided; thus, I consulted Canon 
Clark

In short, she said that the Sign of Peace is meant to  be a sign 
of reconciliation before we receive Holy Eucharist.  Specificly 
she said “it is important to remember that (it) is a liturgical sign 
much more than it is a moment for people to break and hug 
each other and chat.  It plays an important function of 
showing/enacting our reconciliation to God in the context of a 
Eucharistic liturgy and that is shown in part by where it is 
permitted to be placed in the service.  “

I know we all enjoy greeting each other, but we are 
encouraged to adhere to the Book of Common Prayer during 
this time of transition.

Jackie M.

 Flower Donations for the Altar   
Is there a loved-one in your heart who has moved on to Heaven? 
Perhaps there is a living relative, friend, neighbor, or mentor you 
would like to honor? Altar flower donations are an excellent way to 
do so!  If you attend church in person, you can sign up on the 
flower chart, then send your check to the office. You can also sign 
up by sending your request in via USPS mail, or by emailing it to 
the office.  


You can make a request for the 
type or color of flowers you would 
like to have displayed. The 
suggested donation is $35.


Education for Ministry, EfM 
Happily, our Education for Ministry 
groups, formerly led by the Rev. Margaret 
Otterburn (now retired) have been able to 
continue!

Thank you so much to the Rev. Lorna 
Erixson, rector at St. Mark’s, Mendham, 
for welcoming our EfM scholars to 
continue under her leadership.

In the depth of winter I finally learned that there was in me an invincible summer. 
Albert Camus 
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What does the church believe on public policy issues?    
Make your voice heard 

The Office of Government Affairs of The Episcopal 
Church represents us on critical public policy issues, 
advocating for positions taken by our bishops.  Follow 
this link to learn what those positions are: 
www.episcopalchurch.org.  Click on Ministries, then on 
Office of Government Affairs. There you will find a list of 
Action Alerts that spell out the church’s position on 
such matters as the Cuban embargo, the Arctic Refuge 
Protection Act, gun reform, immigration reform, voting 
reform and police reform.  It is easy to add your voice 
on these issues. On the website, you can find a letter 
on each issue, add your thoughts, and immediately email it to your representatives in 
Washington.  You can sign up to receive email alerts from the Office of Government 
Affairs.


Dave S., Vestry member (Social Justice)

Homeless Solutions Meal Preparation 
Saturday, January  14th 

We now have an on-line SignUp Genius link for this ministry:  Messiah 
Homeless Solution SignUp

This is an opportunity for “hands-on” ministry: cooking and serving the 
dinner at the Morris County Homeless shelter called Homeless Solutions. 
We serve there at least once a month (12+ times each year).  Anyone aged 9 
years or older is welcome to help.  The sign-up sheet is also on the board in 
the parish hall.  We will be serving on Saturday, January  14th and on Friday, 
February 10th.

If you would like to know more about what is 
involved, talk to any of the people who have 
already been there. We intend this ministry to be a 
way to serve “hands-on” instead of just sending 
money; but serving about 35 people (the number 
currently housed there) costs roughly $125 each 
time. Your financial support is also welcome. If you 
can sponsor a meal or part of a meal, please mark 
“Homeless Solutions” on your check. 

Wednesday Lunch Group on Hiatus 
Hardee K. has announced his  retirement from 
organizing and leading the meetings that were held 
Wednesdays from  noon to 1 pm. This group will take a 
hiatus until someone else wishes to organize it.


Faith is taking the first step even when 
you don't see the whole staircase. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 


