
page �  of �1 11

The Messenger 
50 State Route 24 West,  
Chester, NJ 07930	 	   
Phone: 908-879-7208 

December, 2022 

Carol King, Editor

Email: messiahchester@earthlink.net	 	 Website: www.messiahchester.org

Our 2022 Christmas pageant,  entitled “Mary’s 
Wandering,” will be a departure from past years. It is 
an intergenerational pageant with major involvement 
by musicians: the whole vocal choir, plus a few of 
our strongest vocalists singing solos. Laura, choir, 
and soloists began working on this early in 
November. Since “operetta” means “small opera,” 
one might call this pageant an “operettina” (very 
little opera). 

Fear not!—there will still be parts for our youngest 
Sunday-school scholars. There will be costumes, 
gold & frankincense & myrrh, a star on a pole, an 
unsympathetic innkeeper.  


With the professional stage-management of Dani P, 
children and parents will still be welcome to 
participate on a one-rehearsal basis! The rehearsal 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 17th.  Performance will 
be on Sunday, Dec. 18th during the 10 am service 

 (n lieu of a sermon). 


 Are you wondering about that underlined word, 
intergenerational? You ask, “Don’t we  always 
welcome parents of timid angels or sheep to 
accompany the little ones to the manger? Of course! 
An intergenerational pageant, however, includes 
actors who have no little children. It includes actors 
of a wide variety of ages. Our cast will include at 
least one who qualified for senior citizen discounts 
more than  twenty years ago. Our pageant  definitely 
can include you!

The music is beautiful, and the plot explores 
dramatic elements not usually found in a pageant: 
loving-yet-tense family interactions, balance 
between risk-taking and safe behavior.

In this Covid era, we’ve experienced a drop in 
Sunday School attendance. Now that vaccines are 
available to the very young, we look for a surge in 
young-family participation.

What if that surge does not happen in December? 
We’ll need many teens and adults to take on the 
brief non-singing parts which, in “normal” years, 
would have been performed by the “big kids” in 
those Sunday School classes. If you have ever 
thought about trying a bit of acting, this is your 
chance to discover your inner thespian! Put on a 
costume; speak a few words or 2-3 sentences; be a 
part of something new that is both FUN and 
REVERENT. Let’s show the world that “small but 
mighty Messiah” can handle intergenerational!


Carol K., Editor 

Messiah Vestry: 
John P, Treasurer 

Elected Wardens:   serving until (year) 
(2023) 
Dani P  

(2024) 
Debbie B

(2025) 
Keith H 
Pat K 
Holly P 

(2024) 
Julie C 
Kathy K  

(2023) 
Susan O  
 Craig R  
 Dave S

We are a part of the 
Episcopal Diocese 

of Newark, NJ 

Elected Members:  serving until (year) 

 Sunday Worship  Schedule
* 8:00 am Morning Prayer Rite II 

(lay leader presiding) 
OR Holy Eucharist (spoken) 
when clergy is available.

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II when 
clergy is available… OR 
Morning Prayer, lay led. 
Organ & piano music, vocal 
choir, sometimes bell choir. 
Sunday School& & child care 
available upon request.

* Early service may be cancelled 
if lay leader is unavailable.  
Phone ahead to check .

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign:  

Christina Rossetti

mailto:messiahchester@earthlink.net
http://www.messiahchester.org
mailto:messiahchester@earthlink.net
http://www.messiahchester.org


page �  of �2 11

“Plus One” Campaign 
This is a very simple way to 
remember families in need.  When 
you go to the supermarket, just 
add one item to your cart.  Your 
single item, added to everyone 
else’s single item, will make a 
huge difference.

Thrift Shop Schedule 

Thursdays 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Saturdays 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

 50% off sales:  Dec. 8th & 10th

$1 dollar sales: Dec. 15th & 17th


Closed for Christmas Eve

 Saturday, Dec. 24th


December   Birthdays 
Dec. 3	 	 Matthew U.

Dec. 10	 Elizabeth G.

Dec.	 11	 Holly P.

December  Anniversary 
Dec. 26        Carol & Frank H.

A Variety of Christmas Worship Opportunities 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 10 am service, Church of the Messiah  
One service: Holy Eucharist, in person and live-streamed via 
Facebook. In lieu of a sermon, a pageant entitled “Mary’s 
Wandering” will be presented, with actors of all ages, choir and 
soloists from our congregation. 


Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 7 pm, at Zion Lutheran Church, 
11 Schooley’s Mt. Rd., Long Valley  
“Blue Christmas” ecumenical service of quiet contemplation, for 
anyone for whom Christmas is a difficult time.


Saturday, Dec. 24 at 4:30 pm, Church of the Messiah  
Christmas Eve service of Holy Eucharist, in person and live-
streamed via Facebook.

Fr. Andrew Calandriello will be the celebrant. 

Please wear a mask.  You are invited to sing all hymns, with our 
vocal choir leading us.  Our Bell choir will also be playing 
something beautiful and joyous. 

Sunday, Dec. 25 — NO service at  Church of the Messiah 
You might want to  use this on-line worship resource:

11:15 am — Christmas Day Festival Eucharist live-streamed by 
Washington National Cathedral.

https://cathedral.org

Neighbors in Need  
“Neighbors in Need” in December is Chester Food Pantry.  
Donations of shelf stable foods or personal care items are 
most welcome.  Always-needed items include: 


• oil, vinegar, salad dressing, mayo, 

• powdered & shelf-stable milk 

• canned chicken, soups, veggies 

• body wash, shampoo & conditioner 

• paper towels/tissues/napkins 

• feminine hygiene products 

• cereal, rice, pasta, flour, sugar, cake mix


Pageant Rehearsal 
Saturday, Dec. 17th 

 1:00 pm — choir & adult non-singers

1:45 pm — add in the kids & parents

Coffee Hour  
After the 10 am service, we join with friends for fellowship & 
conversation. Coffee, tea & wrapped snacks are available.


Good news:  Bananas and oranges are 
considered to be wrapped snacks. Sign up to 
host  and/or set up on a Sunday. Use sign-up 
sheet or contact Sue U. in office.

https://cathedral.org
https://cathedral.org


page �  of �3 11

Share Your Visions for the Future!  
Save the Date: Sunday, December 11th after the 10 am Service 

An important event in our parish life as members of the larger church will take place 
after the 10 am service on Sunday, December 11th .  A team from the diocese will be 
with us to guide us in a Visioning and Planning meeting. 

Bishop Carlye Hughes described the purpose of the visit:


“We have begun a process of strategic visioning and planning 
in our diocese. It is a time for us as a whole diocese to ask the 
question, what is God calling us to do now? Who is God 
calling us to be? What will we do with our time and our energy 
and our resources in order to serve God at this time in our 
lives? So that question is one that the entire diocese will be a 
part of asking and answering. Members of the visioning and 
planning team will visit every single parish, and all clergy, all 
lay professionals, all lay members and lay leaders, all who 
want to participate, will have the opportunity to sit and think 
about those questions and answer them together. And then all that information 
will be collected together, and we'll start considering what our next steps are. “


If your circumstances permit in-person church attendance, please do join in this very 
important question-and-answer opportunity!


Debbie B., Warden

 Flower Donations for the Altar   
Is there a loved-one in your heart who has 
moved on to Heaven? Perhaps there is a 
living relative, friend, neighbor, or mentor 
you would like to honor? Altar flower 
donations are an excellent way to do so!  If 
you attend church in person, you can sign 
up on the flower chart, then send your 
check to the office. You can also sign up by 
sending your request in via USPS mail, or 
by emailing it to the office.  

You can make a request for the type or 
color of flowers you would like to have 
displayed. The suggested donation is $35.


🌺  🌷  🌸  🥀  🌹  🌻  🌹  

What does the church believe on public policy issues?    
Make your voice heard 

The Office of Government Affairs of The Episcopal Church represents us 
on critical public policy issues, advocating for positions taken by our 
bishops.  Follow this link to learn what those positions are: 
www.episcopalchurch.org.  Click on Ministries, then on Office of 
Government Affairs. There you will find a list of Action Alerts that spell 
out the church’s position on such matters as the Cuban embargo, the 
Arctic Refuge Protection Act, gun reform, immigration reform, voting 
reform and police reform.  It is easy to add your voice on these issues. 
On the website, you can find a letter on each issue, add your thoughts, 
and immediately email it to your representatives in Washington.  You can 
sign up to receive email alerts from the Office of Government Affairs.


Dave S., Vestry member (Social Justice)

Wednesday Lunch Group 
 Noon – 1:00 

This lunch group 
continues to meet on 
Wednesdays at noon in 
the lower level. 
Participants can bring a 
bag lunch if they wish.


Education for Ministry, EfM 
Happily, our Education for Ministry 
groups, formerly led by the Rev. 
Margaret Otterburn (now retired) have 
been able to continue!

Thank you so much to the Rev. Lorna 
Erixson, rector at St. Mark’s, 
Mendham, for welcoming our EfM 
scholars to continue under her 
leadership.

Go gently among the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may be in silence. 
Max Ehrmann

http://www.episcopalchurch.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org
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Homeless Solutions Meal Preparation 
Friday, December 9th and On-Going 

We now have an on-line SignUp Genius link for this ministry:  
Messiah Homeless Solution SignUp

This is an opportunity for “hands-on” ministry: cooking and serving 
the dinner at the Morris County Homeless shelter called Homeless 
Solutions. We serve there at least once a month (12+ times each 
year).  Anyone aged 9 years or older is welcome to help.  The sign-
up sheet is also on the board in the parish hall.  We will be serving 
next on Friday, December 9th. and on Saturday, January  14th. 

If you would like to know more about what is involved, talk to any of 
the people who have already been there. We intend this ministry to 

be a way to serve “hands-on” instead of just 
sending money; but serving about 35 people (the 
number currently housed there) costs roughly $75 
each time. Your financial support is also welcome. 
If you can sponsor a meal or part of a meal, please 
mark “Homeless Solutions” on your check. 

Answers to the Rhyme Time Puzzle in November Issue 
Each clue leads to a 2-word rhyming answer. The numbers indicate the 
number of letters in each word. For example, “large swine [3,3]” would be 
BIG PIG.
1. color of a female sheep [3,3] EWE HUE
2. swamp mist [3,3] BOG FOG
3. thin Timothy [4,3] SLIM TIM
4. impolite naked person [4,4] RUDE NUDE
5. room for storing pepper’s counterpart [4,5] SALT VAULT
6. intelligent beginning [5,5] SMART START
7. border wall with no hollow parts [5,5] DENSE FENCE
8. energetic celebration [6,5] HEARTY PARTY

Senior Resource Center (SRC) 
The SRC continues to offer great programs for seniors, 
mostly held here at Messiah.  If you have questions 
about the SRC please call the Program Director, 
Genevieve Ford, at 908-879-2202.


Please support the Festival of Trees! 
https://www.srcnj.org

Christmas is most truly Christmas 
when we celebrate it by giving the light 
of love to those who need it most. 

Ruth Carter Stapleton 


Build your own “Gingerbread” House” 
Saturday, Dec. 17th at 1 pm 


Empty small boxes (i.e. crackers, cereal, tissues....) will 
be used to support the graham cracker cookie walls. 

Candy and frosting complete the fun 
decoration.

Donations of empty boxes are 
welcome, or bring your own if 
attending.

Questions?—speak to Sue C. 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

https://www.srcnj.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4baea928a0fac70-messiah
https://www.srcnj.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4baea928a0fac70-messiah
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 
	 Luke 2:14


Some Words from the Wardens 
Recap: Cannon Clark's Visit to Messiah 

On October 8th, Canon Clark visited Messiah to do two things: 
she led worship and provided insight into the process of finding 
a new rector. She noted that there currently is a clergy shortage 
throughout the country. Canon Clark shared the information she 
was given on the current situation: there are only 26 new clergy 
looking for positions, while 97 churches are in search of a rector.

The reason for the discrepancy in need versus available clergy 
stems from a large decrease in seminary enrollment. This has 
caused a large difference between the number of retiring rectors 
and those entering service. Many of the clergy who have been 
ordained entered seminary at an older age, resulting in fewer 
years of service before retirement. Cannon Clark also pointed 
out that clergy looking for new positions are often reluctant to 
move to New Jersey due to the higher cost of living. Some may 
have spouses that are working, meaning relocation would result 
in the partner having to leave a position they love and searching 
for a new job. Cannon Clark also pointed out that having fewer 
applicants means a more competitive interview process. 

Canon Clark reminded us that we need to be realistic in our 
expectations and have faith that God has a plan for us. She 
stressed that we need to put more emphasis on our online 
presence, specifically our website, which is where both potential 
new clergy and parishioners look to determine their interest in 
our church. We have responded to this call to action by asking 
our webmaster, Keith, to assist in keeping our online presence 
relevant. He has committed to updating our website weekly with 
our events, service times, written copies of our sermons, and 
any important news. He has also posted a prayer for transition 

on our website (MessiahChester.org). This was prompted by 
Cannon Clark's sharing that she is praying to find a new priest 
for us and asking us. She asks us to pray for this too.

At the congregation meeting, Canon Clark spoke about the 
differences in calling a priest-in-charge versus a rector. A rector 
has life tenure; on average this falls between 6 to 10 years. A 
rector is chosen via committee search and interview process. In 
contrast, a priest-in-charge is a bishop-appointed candidate 
who serves an agreed upon term, usually 3 years. This does not 
keep a priest-in-charge from becoming the rector. With the 
approval of the bishop,  they can be elected at any time rector 
of the parish they are serving as priest-in-charge. Canon Clark 
reminded us that having a priest-in-charge does not take away 
our choice of rector. Any candidate she has found may be 
reviewed by Messiah prior to appointment.  

The option of priest-in-charge protects a parish from being 
without a rector for a long period. It can also prevent loss of 
congregants, or potential congregants. Additionally, the 
traditional committee search is known for taking too long, which 
means that some parishes have lost their first and second 
choices. Cannon Clark asked us to keep our hearts and minds 
open to receiving a priest-in-charge in order to continue 
Messiah's mission.

After the meeting, we conducted Cannon Clark on a tour of the 
church and the rectory. She expressed appreciation and love for 
all of our spaces. Now that she has experienced being with us 
and seen the property, she can tell potential candidates what a 
wonderful place Messiah could be to work and live!


Debbie B. & Dani P., Wardens

http://messiahchester.org/
http://messiahchester.org/
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Describe a moment in your worshipping community’s recent ministry 
which you recognized as one of success and fulfillment.  
We have been visible advocates for social justice by participating in vigils, 
educational events and rallies for gun control, immigration reform, food 
insecurity, violence against Asian-Americans and more.  We held vigils in 
downtown Chester on the Asian-American issue, the Juneteenth 
anniversary, and the International Day of Peace.  These activities have 
enabled us to work hand-in-hand with other local religious organizations 
including Muslims, Catholics, and other Protestant churches.

Messiah was active in the formation of Refugee Assistance Morris Partners 
(RAMP) in 2016.  This group welcomes and supports refugees from war-torn 
countries as they settle into safe and productive lives in the Morris County 
area of New Jersey.  Two of our parishioners were among the initial officers 
of RAMP and one became chair.  Messiah has supported RAMP financially, 
as well as providing volunteers for apartment set-up, donating household 
furnishings, and hosting a presentation by one of the refugees from 
Afghanistan.

One of our parishioners now serves on the executive committee of the 
Morris County Diversity Coalition, which sponsors the annual Diversity Day 
on the Green in Morristown, a celebration of the diverse cultures of the 
county.

A dozen parishioners participated in the Sacred Ground program, a small 
group educational program about racism in America.  The group found the 
program so meaningful it continues to meet as Messiah’s social justice 
team, working on some of the programs noted above.

As a worshipping community, how do you care for your 
spiritual, emotional, and physical well-being?  
The Inreach ministry at Church of the Messiah strives to serve 
members of the congregation in a variety of ways that offer 
spiritual, emotional and physical support.  Two Inreach team 
members serve as co-leaders of the group, providing the 
spiritual service of healing prayers to those who request them, as 
well as reaching out to members who have not requested, but 
may be in need of spiritual support.  Our vestry leader 
coordinates with team members to keep in touch with all 
members and identify needs they may have.

Since its inception several years ago, the Inreach ministry has 
offered meals to members who have come home from the 
hospital, offered rides to and from doctor’s appointments, sent 
cards to members to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, 
delivered groceries and picked up prescriptions for members 
who are sick, provided in-home housekeeping services to 
members who are in need of help with activities of daily living, 
and delivered altar flowers to members on the weekly prayer list.

In addition to meeting the tangible needs of the congregation, 
we also seek to identify intangible needs by taking the pulse of 
the congregation.  We offered a “coffee and conversation” group 
this spring which had several goals: to encourage members who 
have not been active for a while, to return to the church for a 
small group discussion, and to provide current, active members 
with an opportunity to share their experiences and hopes for the 
future.  Several members served as discussion co-leaders, 
leading conversation following a set of questions developed by 
the team.  The program was well-attended, informative and 
productive.  As a result, we hope to have another small group 
discussion later this year.

At Church of the Messiah, the Inreach ministry enables members 
to support and serve each other in whatever way they can.  In so 
doing, we hope that whether members need our services or not, 
they can always rest assured that we are here for them.

Coffee & Conversation

Transition Update 
Preparations for transition continue, including working with the Diocese 
to create a comprehensive overview of Messiah. 

During the week before Thanksgiving both Wardens met with Cannon 
Clark and proceeded to the next step: submitting the Messiah 
Community Profile.  Five questions from the diocese, and the answers we 
submitted, follow on this and the next page.
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Describe your liturgical style and practice. If your community provides 
more than one type of worship service, please describe all.  
Our worship is centered on the Holy Eucharist Rite II and adheres to the 
liturgies provided in the Book of Common Prayer. We also utilize alternate 
forms of the Eucharist liturgy as sanctioned in the Eucharistic Prayers 1-3 
during our summer season. 

Music is an important component of our worship and we include both hymn 
singing and singing the service music regularly. Additionally choral and hand 
bell music enhances our worship with joyful and inspiring selections.

We offer two Sunday morning services. The first, at 8:00 am, is a spoken 
service. The main service is held at 10:00 am, and is a sung service with vocal 
choir.  Once or twice a month our bell choir provides an additional anthem. 
Currently our services rotate between Rite II Holy Eucharist and Morning 
Prayer II. 

Describe your worshiping community’s involvement in 
either the wider Church or geographical region?  
Prior to COVID members worked within the Diocese to 
offer week long Vacation Bible School programs in 
Newark, Orange, and Ringwood. Members also 
volunteered at the Prison Ministry Kids program offered at 
CrossRoads Retreat center. 

Members serve monthly to prepare dinners at Homeless 
Solutions and annually host an event for Haven of Hope.

Messiah actively supports the Senior Resource Center 
through lunch and learn activities as well as offering space 
for classes. Members are involved with an Annual Festival 
of Trees fundraiser for SRC.

Messiah hosts Local Artisan events to promote local 
vendors. It is a fundraiser event for the church and gives 
the vendors publicity and space to show and sell their 
crafts.

Messiah supports backpack and Angel Tree drives for 
Homeless Solutions and the Chester Mendham Food 
Pantry.

Messiah outreach annually donates to a number of 
charities each year:


• Bishop’s Fund for special needs in parishes

• Operation Chill Out (local veterans) 

• Prison Ministry Bibles

• Refugee Assistance Morris Partners (R.A.M.P.)

• Community St. John Baptist

• Alleluia Fund (Diocesan outreach)

• Episcopal Relief and Development Fund

• Haven of Hope

Tell about a ministry that your worshipping community has initiated in the past 
five years. Who can be contacted about this?  
Messiah has supported the Good News Garden program throughout the region and 
networked with many to address food insecurity.  Produce from the gardens is 
provided to Chester Area Senior Housing, Chester Mendham Food Pantry, Long 
Valley Food Pantry, and Interfaith Food Pantry.  One of Messiah’s parishioners has 
been instrumental in this initiative. The work that has been done at the Convent of 
Saint John the Baptist’s Garden of Hope has been recognized by the Creation Care 
Team from the Office of the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry as a Good News Gardens 
model by working to create community connections. You can see an article about this 
visit and some links to pictures and more information on our website 
Messiahchester.org. 

You can also learn more by contacting Messiah Outreach at 
messiahoutreach2022@gmail.com.

mailto:messiahoutreach2022@gmail.com
mailto:messiahoutreach2022@gmail.com
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Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
But only His mother in her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss. 

Christina Rossetti

Thanks for the FUN Fundraising Event! 
Kathy K., Karen B., Debbie B., Chris M., 
Chris & Linda O., Pat K. and Terri L. all 
worked at  organizing and producing the 
FUN “Line & Dine” event we enjoyed so 
much on Saturday, the 19th of November. 
Praise also also to those who brought 
desserts and those who sold tickets to the 
50/50 raffle. Special thanks to David Cross, 
a VERY patient dance instructor! 

What Messiah Means to Me 
Every year we kick off the Stewardship 
Campaign with a series of talks, given 
by members of our Messiah family, 
during services. Those speaking 
highlight their experiences within our 
parish. They allow us a peek into their 
emotional experience. This gives us a 
deeper understanding of the many 
ministries at Messiah and how they 
affect the lives of others. 

You may ask, "Why do we do this?" 
The answer is simple: we do this to 
help ensure Messiah's ministries 
continue to help our members and our 
larger community for years to come. 
How do these stories help Messiah 
stay alive? They are reminders of 
stewardship. Stewardship is our 
responsibility to take care of Messiah in 
various ways, including financially. 
"What Messiah Means to Me" is a 
creative way to remind us of the 
important role pledge cards have in 
ensuring Messiah's mission continues 
to be carried out. It is also much more 
interesting than making an 

announcement  every Sunday about 
Messiah needing money to stay open. 

A letter from the vestry will be mailed 
out the second week of December. It 
will ask you to consider what Messiah 
means to you. You will be asked to 
pledge what you can in order to 
continue to provide the ministries you 
value the most. To help you in your 
consideration, the following page 
contains the "What Messiah Means to 
Me" talk given by Diane C.

You can also watch replays of past 
services on our Facebook page, found 
in the "videos" tab, anytime! If you 
choose to replay services just for the 
"What Messiah Means to Me" 
responses, they can be found at the 
end of the service, prior to the 
recessional hymn.

For further reflection, please see the 
sermon preached by Hardee K. on All 
Saints Sunday. Hardee spoke very 
convincingly about the spiritual 
benefits of generous pledging.

More Words from the Wardens 
We continue diligently to prepare the rectory 
for a new rector. In order to determine 
whether Messiah can afford a full or part-
time rector, we must submit our financial 
information to the diocese, including the 
anticipated budget for next year.  Since it is 
our practice to plan a budget only after 
receiving the Stewardship pledges 
submitted by members, it is especially  
important this year for members to respond 
as generously and as promptly as possible 
to our Stewardship Campaign.


Debbie B. & Dani P., Wardens 



page �  of �9 11

How I Serve at Messiah 
The wardens have challenged me with the question of “why I 
come to Messiah, what drives me and keeps me here?” My 
initial reaction was to say that this is my family, I have been 
coming here since 1990 and have come to know and love 
everyone here. 

 But just like a little three-year-old there was that nagging 
question, “but why?”  So, I dug deeper to figure out what I love.  
I love serving, helping others, making a difference in others’ 
lives, meeting new people, and creating strong bonds by 
serving together with others.  I love that I can serve and make a 
difference in someone’s life outside of Messiah by doing what I 
do.  What do I do, you ask???

I think most of you know me as the thrift shop person.  A small 
group of us opened St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop back in 2010.  What 
goes on down there is a lot more than just sorting through 
donations and displaying them for sale.


We are making connections and 
serving by reaching out to others.  
First of all, do you know that 
airline commercial where they say 
“we know why you’re here”?  Well, 
that’s Linda.  Not only does she 
remember the shopper’s names 
(Margaret would be proud) she 
knows WHY they are there! She 

has a private shelf in the back with things people asked for the 
week before.  She puts it aside for them!  Talk about 
connections. She used to save material for a woman who made 
shopping bags to sell at craft fairs.  The woman was so thrilled 
that she now works for us every Thursday afternoon.

Then there’s Mary Ellen.  She works once a month when we 
have our 50% off sale.  She knows everyone, whether they 

have been to the store before or not.  She’s like the mayor 
down there.  I think people show up just to visit with her.

Anyway, as you can see, we sure do have fun.  The other day a 
shopper asked, “why are you guys always so happy?”  

We work very hard, but we are making a difference.  We are 
reaching out to our greater community.  We are helping people, 
whether it’s something trivial like the perfect plate, lamp, 
something for a school project, decorations for a bridal shower, 
a dress for a last-minute occasion, the perfect sweater to 
match the pants you found, etc. etc. 

One of the biggest services we provide is a place to bring your 
unwanted items.  At least once a week we get people in who 
are closing up a family member’s home due to illness or death.  
We provide a sympathetic ear; they love to tell stories and 
explain what is in the box. 

People love having a place to dispose of their unwanted items.  
It’s a huge challenge educating people that we are not a 
junkyard.  They just need a place to get rid of their stuff.  Linda 
and I play “good cop/bad cop”.  Donations come in and I (as 
the bad cop) tell them I don’t want this or that.  They bring 
everything to Linda and (as the good cop) she tells them to just 
leave everything and she will handle it.  They leave happy, and 
all I can do is shake my head.

Carol K. has asked that I save a few of the stories for future 
issues of The Messenger, so stay tuned! 

You can see that we are making a difference in so many lives 
every single week.  The Church of Messiah may be where I 
worship, but St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop is where I reach others 
outside of Messiah by serving, helping, making a difference in 
other’s lives, meeting new people and creating strong bonds. 

 Diane C.—November 20, 2022

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
	 	 Hebrews 13:16
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Today we celebrate All Saints Day.  I always like this celebration 
because it spreads joy.   I especially appreciate our opening hymn, “I 
sing a song of the saints of God.”   It conjures pleasant thoughts of nice 
people just living their lives in various occupations.  No great heroics are 
being called for.  I began to think, “That doesn’t sound so hard, even I 
might be able to qualify”.  But then I get caught up with that story of the 
one saint who had the unfortunate encounter with a fierce wild beast…!  
There may be some bumps in the road, it seems.

These days we have many fierce wild beasts to beware of.   The beasts 
we most fear today are not the four-legged kind, but the two-legged.   
Our world is saturated with fierce beasts who threaten our would-be 
saints.  Every day we learn of murders, robberies, thefts, rapes,  home 
break-ins, mass shootings. We encounter politicians and persons in 
authority who attack and lie about each other, who make no effort to 
compromise.  We cringe at those who use military might to  force their 
will on others.  Some continue to escalate their attacks without regard to 
consequences, where one false move could initiate a nuclear holocaust.  
We would-be saints must be aware of these forces, and try to 
encourage Christian behavior where we can.  AND we must realize that 
there are costs to being a saint – some less, some more, as happened 
to that saint who encountered the fierce wild beast.

Each peaceable country must maintain armed forces sufficient to 
discourage belligerent actions by others.  The U.S.A. does maintain 
such forces.  On Veterans Day we honor those who have served in the 
military. We have great respect for our veterans.  Many of them were 
wounded or killed in service to our country.  A few weeks ago, we heard 
John D. speak of his experiences responding to the 9/11 attacks.  I am 
also a veteran; but I had no harrowing experiences.  I served 3 years in 
the Navy. at two bases, each a positive experience.   

One prosaic cost of being a saint is helping fellow saints join  together 
to determine and to carry out Jesus’ assignments for us. We need a 
physical space in which to meet, and paid leaders to guide us. We  form 
congregations,  and we discover we need money to keep our 
congregations running.  This may come from several sources, but 
primarily we expect each member to give some funds to this cause.  
And now we come to the sticky issue:   how much  money should each 
member give? 

And – ah ha!  Maybe you thought you’d avoid hearing from me this year 
on the subject of…  STEWARDSHIP!    Sorry – if you put me on a 

podium in the Fall, this is what you get!   If you’re an old-timer who has  
heard this message repeated every year for the last umpteen, you can…  
no, not doze off!   But rather, show newcomers an example of how you 
give.

The first lesson in true stewardship that Judy and I encountered was at 
our church in Baytown, Texas. When our beloved rector of twenty years 
or so retired, a young and  energetic priest named Randolph Cooper 
came with his wife and  child.  

About stewardship, he said, “Don’t be too concerned about the needs 
of this church.  This church does not need your money!  God does not 
need your money!”   (There followed a large gasp, then “Say WHAT?!”)  
He continued:  “God is working his purposes out, as year succeeds to 
year.  If this church falters or closes, God will still work his purposes out, 
perhaps through some other group of people.  But God most wants his 
people here to give faithfully.  And with money faithfully given, God can 
work marvelous things!”

Randolph suggested that each family make a stewardship plan based 
on some percentage of the gifts they had been given, and then work 
toward giving at that level, if not immediately.   The only giving level 
mentioned in the Bible is a tithe, or 10%.  For this reason it is used by 
some people as a personal goal, but there is nothing magical about it.  
The goal is purely personal, known only to oneself and God.  

Moving to the present day, for these reasons, Messiah has not asked 
members to pledge to a budget.  The Vestry does not prepare any 
proposed budget for the coming year, until all pledges have actually  
been received.  The Vestry promises the congregation that we will live 
with whatever pledges our members submit, even if it means cutting 
back on programs.  So far this has provided a very good response.

Although Judy and I had struggled for some time with a tight budget, we 
did adopt the tithe as a personal goal.  Our method to achieve this was 
to dedicate 15% of each salary increase into our church pledge.  
Fortunately this plan was favored by the fact that pay increases were 
fairly frequent in those years.  After several years we reached the 10% 
level,  and have continued ever since.  It no longer is bothersome – just 
another category of our expenses.  Try it, you’ll like it!

I attended an Episcopal high school in New Orleans, and our school 
teams’ nickname was the Saints.  So I’ll say to you now what we said to 
our teams then:   GO, SAINTS, GO! 		 Hardee K.—11/6/22

Editor’s Note: 
The following is almost the complete text of Hardee K’s sermon of November 6. It has 
been gently & lovingly edited to make it fit on one page. For the full text, see our web site! ✏ 💕
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Let’s just say that this 
next slide indicates growth 
opportunities as we consider our 

pledges for the coming 
year.

NOT overheard at an annual meeting of  
small but mighty church of  the Messiah!

The Church of the Messiah does  not ask members to 
pledge to a budget.  The Vestry does not prepare any 
proposed budget for the coming year, until all pledges 
have actually  been received.  The Vestry promises the 
congregation that we will live with whatever pledges our 
members submit, even if it means cutting back on 
programs.  So far this has provided a very good 
response.


Editor’s Note: 
If the text at right seems vaguely familiar, it may mean you read 
Hardee K’s All Saints Day sermon, either on our website or earlier in 
this issue of The Messenger. In my opinion, it’s a bit of information 
too important to risk having anyone miss it.


