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  Episcopal 
           The First Sunday of Advent 

 November  30, 2025                                                                                                                           
Morning Prayer Rite II 

Hymnal, or Book  
of Common 
Prayer page # 

  Prelude 
  

#66   Opening Hymn  “Come Thy Long Expected Jesus” 

WOV#630   Wreath Lighting “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”   

                                                  (verse 1) 
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#78 (BCP) The Opening Sentence           

                  Worship Leader: In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Isaiah 40:3 

#79 (BCP) Confession of Sin   You are invited to kneel, in body or spirit.     
                  Worship Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our   
   neighbor.  Silence may be kept.                               
                  ALL: Most merciful God,        
                  we confess that we have sinned against you     
                  in thought, word, and deed,        
                  by what we have done,        
                  and by what we have left undone.            
                  We have not loved you with our whole heart;   
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
                  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.      
                  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,      
   have mercy on us and forgive us;      
   that we may delight in your will,      
   and walk in your ways,        
   to the glory of your Name. Amen.       
                 

#80 (BCP) Worship Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our
   sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all      
     goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
                  eternal life. Amen.   

#80 (BCP) The Invitatory and Psalter       Please stand, in body or spirit.  

    Worship Leader: Lord, open our lips.       
   People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.   
    ALL: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy   
   Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for   
   ever. Amen.  Alleluia.         
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   Worship Leader: Our King and Savior now draws near:  
                  Come let us adore him.  
                

#82 (BCP)  Venite Psalm 95:1-7                           
 

    Come, let us sing to the LORD; * 
        let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

            Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
        and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

           For the LORD is a great God, * 
        and a great King above all gods.  
    In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
        and the heights of the hills are his also. 

 
    The sea is his, for he made it, * 
        and his hands have molded the dry land. 

  
    Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
        and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

 
    For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture and the  
    sheep of his hand. * 
        Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

  

 
                                      

    Psalm 122  Worship Leader leads the psalm.    

   Laetatus sum 

1   I was glad when they said to me, * 
  "Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2   Now our feet are standing * 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
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3   Jerusalem is built as a city * 
  that is at unity with itself; 

4   To which the tribes go up, 
  the tribes of the LORD, * 
  the assembly of Israel, 
  to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5   For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
  the thrones of the house of David. 

6   Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
  "May they prosper who love you. 

7   Peace be within your walls * 
  and quietness within your towers. 

8   For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
  I pray for your prosperity. 

9   Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
  I will seek to do you good." 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit:   

As it was in the beginning, is now,* and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
      
 

The Lessons              

   The First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 
   

   Lector: A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

 In days to come 
 the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 
 Many peoples shall come and say, 

 ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
 and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 

 
 O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.     People: Thanks be God. 

            

#91 (BCP) The Song of Mary        Magnificat  

                                    Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
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He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.                                                               
Amen. 

The Second Lesson:  Romans 13:11-14 

    Lector: A reading from the Romans 

 You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires. 

         Reader: The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God.   
        

#482  Sequence Hymn   “Lord of all Hopefulness” 

 

 The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44    Please rise in body or spirit. 

  

   Worship Leader: A  Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
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Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no 
one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the 
field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will 
be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”                            
Worship Leader: The Word of the Lord.                                                                     
People: Thanks be to God.   

 

The Sermon                                    Holly Petro             
Pause for reflection          

          

#96 (BCP) The Apostles' Creed         Please rise in body, or spirit.                             

Worship Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven      

and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and        

born of the Virgin Mary.                               
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,                         

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

     

  

#97 (BCP) The Prayers       You are invited to sit, stand or kneel.     
    

   The Lord’s Prayer          

                   Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.      

    People: And also with you.            

    Worship Leader: Let us pray together:      

             Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy Name, 

                           thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread.  

                   And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

                  And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil. 

                 For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  
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     for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

#98 (BCP)    Suffrages B     Worship Leader leads      

 WL.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

 P.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

 WL.    Day by day we bless you; 

 P.    We praise your name for ever. 

 WL.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

 P.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

 WL.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

 P.    For we put our trust in you. 

 WL.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 

 P.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
  

#211 (BCP) The Collect of the Day                                   

   Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you. 

    Worship Leader: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 

again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.Amen.  
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Prayer for the Reflection Process 

 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in 

heaven and earth, hear our prayers for Church of the 

Messiah and St. Mary’s. Strengthen the faithful, 

arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us 

all things necessary for our common life and guide us 

in our reflection process, that we may all be of one 

heart and mind for the unity of your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Adapted from the Prayer for the Parish, BCP p. 817) 

 

The Worship Leader may add additional Collects. 

 

                  Prayers of the People    You are invited to sit, stand or kneel.     

   Intercessions *Names of Messiah members in bold may be read in unison by   

   congregation* 

 

                        

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

The Almighty has done great things for us. God has set us in 

communities to learn and to be shaped into followers of 

Christ. May we have leaders in the Church who will follow 

him as those drawn to the star proclaiming Christ’s birth. We 

pray especially for Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury-

elect; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Bishop; Canon 

Andrew; Canon Margo; Mother Elizabeth; Deacon Gail; and 
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our Pastoral Care Leader, Holly. Lord, help us to not only 

follow, but to be that light for others... Are there others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

God has shown strength when we are in danger, scattering 

the proud and casting down the mighty from their thrones. 

We pray for world leaders who are strong, yet humble, 

taking on the servant leadership of Christ. We pray especially 

for Donald, our President; Phil, our governor; Mikie, our 

governor-elect; and all in authority, whether elected or 

appointed to serve. Lord, help us also to rise to the challenge 

of leading by serving... Are there others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

The Lord has set us in the world to enjoy creation and to be 

faithful stewards of it. May we show gratitude by supporting 

and praying for those who seek to clean and renew our 

world. We pray especially for Greenpeace, World Wildlife 

Fund, and other organizations dedicated to the care and 

protection of this earth. Lord, help us to not waste nor hoard 

our resources, but to tend and conserve your blessings for the 

generations that follow us... Are there others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
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God has provided those who are hungry with fullness. May 

we be able to continue in His way, lifting the lowly and 

providing for those in need. We pray for our neighbors, 

for the mission of our church, and for our ability to use our 

gifts to bring positive change to the world we live in. We 

pray especially for the patrons of the Senior Resources 

Center, St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop, the local food pantries, and the 

community resources striving to fill the gaps in care in our 

communities. We raise our hearts and voices for increased 

respect and support to those who need it the most... Are there 

others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

God’s love and comfort come to the aid of all His children. 

May we do the same, praying for those who are sick, isolated, 

or in despair. We extend our prayers to those who care for 

them. We pray for those on our parish prayer list. For the 

sick: Keith Kertland, Wil Reyes, Chris Ochs, Linda Foster. 

And for those in need: Virginia Murphy, Christine Brodeur, 

Sue Carleton, Pat Hoskins, Dale & Wil Reyes… Are there 

others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 



13 

 

Our Savior’s compassion and mercy know no bounds. His 

promise shall have no end. We pray to be carriers of this 

hope, providing solace to those in dark hours. We pray 

for the dead and the dying, especially… We pray for Saint 

Andrew The Apostle … Are there others? 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

We give thanks for the joys, celebrations, and blessings 

brought upon us by God’s Grace. We share them now in 

voice or spirit… 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

#395(BCP)     O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in 

           the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 

                 and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 

                 lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 

                 Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

    The Offertory              

   Worship Leader: Let us with gladness present the offerings and 

                  oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.    

               

                        Offertory music   “Watchman Tell Us” John Bowring, Arr. N. Joseph                      

                                                                                                                    Lowe, Jr.    
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    Presentation of the gifts            The offerings will be carried forward to the Worship Leader

   People: All things come of thee Oh Lord, and of thine own  

    have we given thee.        
 

#101 (BCP) The General Thanksgiving        
               

    Worship Leader: Let us pray together:                                  

   Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy   

   servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

    loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We   

   bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the   

    blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable   

    love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus   

    Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.   

    And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,   

   that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your   

    praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 

    our selves to your service, and by walking before you in    

    holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus   

   Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

    honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.    
               

   Announcements        Please be seated 

                       Birthday and Anniversary Prayers                                                                                   

# 56          Closing Hymn  “O Come O Come Emmanuel”   
               

   Dismissal             

   Worship Leader: Let us bless the Lord.       

                  People: Thanks be to God.  
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   Worship Leader: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can 

   do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him   

   from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ 

   Jesus for ever and ever. Amen  

 

                                     Participants in today’s Service  

        Worship Leader: Kristie Prokop                     Preacher: Holly Petro                                                                                  
         Music Director/Musician: Laura Bassett       Altar Guild: Debbie Burnet             
         Ushers: Debbie Burnett, Ginny Murphy        Prayer Leader: Debbie Burnet                                                  
         Lector: Delroy Russell                                       Teacher: Pat Hoskins                       

         Technical Support: Dani & John Pietrowski                                                                                                    
         Coffee hour hosts:                 

 

                                                 Liturgy Lesson 

Advent Wreath 

A circle of greenery, marked by four candles that represent the 
four Sundays of the season of Advent. An additional candle is lit 
as each new Sunday is celebrated in Advent. Advent wreaths are 
used both in churches and in homes for devotional purposes. The 
candles may be blue, purple, or lavender, depending on local 
custom. Some Advent wreaths include a white candle in the 
center known as the "Christ Candle," which is lit on Christmas 
Eve. (The Episcopal Church Glossary) 
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                                       Staff of Church of the Messiah 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth Ivell, Priest-in-Charge   priest@messiahchester.org 
 

The Rev. Deacon Gail Kertland   deacongail@aol.com 
 

Laura Bassett, Director of Music  laurabassett@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Robinson, Parish Administrator  parishadmin@messiahchester.org  

 
 
 
 

                                             Altar Bread 
 
For Advent this year, Messiah and St. Mary’s will be using 
homemade bread from Mother Elizabeth. The ingredients are 
listed below for your convenience. If you cannot consume it, 
please let Mother Elizabeth know.  
 
 
Altar Bread Ingredients 
Bob’s Red Mill One to One Gluten Free Flour (sweet white rice 
flour, whole grain brown rice flour, potato starch, whole grain 
sorghum flour, tapioca flour, xanthan gum), salt, honey, eggs, 
baking powder, canola oil, water, So Delicious Organic 
Unsweetened Coconut Milk (Organic Coconutmilk (Filtered 
Water, Organic Coconut Cream), Contains 2% or Less of: Vitamin 
and Mineral Blend (Calcium Phosphate, Magnesium Phosphate, 
Calcium Carbonate, L-Selenomethionine [Selenium], Vitamin A 
Acetate, Vitamin D2, Zinc Oxide, Vitamin B12), Organic 
Sunflower Lecithin, Gellan Gum, Organic Locust Bean Gum, Sea 
Salt.) 

 
 

mailto:priest@messiahchester.org
mailto:deacongail@aol.com
mailto:laurabassett@gmail.com
mailto:parishadmin@messiahchester.org
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                             Vestry of Church of the Messiah 
 
 

Debbie Burnet, Warden,  Business Life, Class of 2026 
 
Open Position, Warden 
  
Jackie Millard, Spiritual Life, Class of 2026  
  
Kristie Prokop, Spiritual Life, Class of 2027 
 
Christine Brodeur, Spiritual Life, Class of 2028  
 
Dani Pietrowski, Community Life, Class of 2027 
 
Allen Brown, Community Life Class of 2028 
 
John Dermody, Business Life, Class of 2027 
     
John Pietrowski, Business Life, Treasurer   
 
Pat Hoskins, Vestry clerk,  (non-voting vestry position) 

 
                                               
 

                                             Lay Pastoral Leader 
 

Holly Petro  hols_ann@yahoo.com. 
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Happenings and Events at Messiah November 30 – December 7, 2025 
 

        Sunday,  30: First Sunday of Advent: Morning Prayer 
 Worship Leader: Kristie Prokop 
 9:30 a.m.:, worship in person & live-streamed on 
 www.facebook.com/messiahchester   
 10:30 a.m. Coffee hour in parish hall  
 
  Wednesday,            Weekly Bible Study – Book of Exodus 
   December 3:                                 6:00 pm on Zoom                               
   

 
    Thursday,   4: 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop  

      Saturday,  6: 10:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.  St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop   

   Sunday,  7:        Second Sunday of Advent: Holy Eucharist 
     Celebrant & Preacher, Mother Elizabeth 

 9:30 a.m., worship in person & live-streamed on                  
 www.facebook.com/messiahchester  

 10:30 a.m. Coffee hour in parish hall 
                                                      Host: Petro Family 
  
    

The Parish Administrator’s office hours are Tues & Thurs. (8:30-2:30)  
 
        

A.A. meets weekly @ Messiah: Sat. 10 am; (Women only) Mon. 7pm                                                                   
Adult Children of Alcoholics Anonymous meets in the conference room, lower level, on Thursdays,7pm 

 

 You can now pay for your pledge or donate to Messiah using the QR code:  
 Using your cell phone’s camera, center your camera over the code image,   
 snap a picture of the code below then click on the link that is automatically 
 displayed over the code.  This will open a page where you can donate. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/messiahchester
http://www.facebook.com/messiahchester
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Prayer Requests   
 

We invite you to take this page home and pray for all those listed during the week.  
The list is cleared at the beginning of odd numbered months. If you wish to 
submit names for the next prayer list please call the office, 908-879-7208 or 
our new email, parishadmin@messiahchester.org.     
 

We pray for this community of faith, and we pray for those whose lives 
are closely linked with ours. We give thanks for: the birthday of Matthew 
Underwood.  We pray for the communities of Church of the Messiah and 
St. Mary’s and we pray for those whose lives are closely linked with ours. 

We pray for the Church: For Archbishop of Canterbury designee Sarah 
(Mulhally), Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe, Bishop Carlye J. Hughes, all 
bishops and other ministers, especially Mother Elizabeth Ivell and Deacon 
Gail Kertland. 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for the People of: St. James, 
Upper Montclair  

In the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for: The Anglican Church of 
Australia 
 

For the leaders of our nation: for, Donald Trump, our President, our 
Congress, the Supreme Court, Phil Murphy our Governor & the officials of 
our local towns.        

We pray for the men and women in the Armed Forces:                                                                                                                                                           

We pray for those who serve to protect us at home: especially Jim 

Taylor, Keith Heimberg and Jeffery Puckett and Officer Rob Norton, 

(friends of the Millard’s), Jesse Babcock (Son-in-law of Pat Hoskins) and 

our local first responders.         

 

 

mailto:messiahchester@earthlink.net
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We pray for the sick: Michael Otterburn (husband of Rev Margaret 

Otterburn), Marilyn Bendel (Chris Pike’s mom), Gayle Conover (mom of 

Debbie Burnet), Janet Dietz (friend of Jackie Millard), Tim (friend of Sue 

Underwood’s family), Suzanne Sytsma (friend of Jackie Millard), Annabelle 

Ripatrazone (granddaughter of Pat Hoskins), Lester Archambeau, Keith 

Kertland (husband of Rev. Gail Kertland), Diane, Tim, and Cathy (friends of 

Mary Ellen Taylor), Helane Russo, John Whritenour, Joe Sutton, Cathy 

Fantuzzi (friends of Kathy Kremins), Aunt Alice (Aunt of Mother Elizabeth), 

Wil Reyes, Chris Ochs, Linda Foster, Carol Homer, Virginia Millard, 

(Mother of Jim Millard), Craig Brown (friend of Sue Underwood), Donna E., 

Lillian, Carmen, Isabella, (friends and family of Linda Ochs), Herb Shirley, 

Paula Benson (family and friend of Carol King), Nisha, Charlie (friends of 

Karen Brunner), Kasara Hoskins (family of Pat Hoskins), Lauren, Sam 

(friends of Terry Lopatosky), Dariya Kemmerich and Stephan Hayles 

(friends of Delroy Russell). 

 

For those in need:  Madeleine Kanai and her mother Mary, Rev Margaret 
Otterburn, Chris Pike (former member at Messiah), Laurie Kennard (friend of 
Debbie Burnet), Ripatrazone Family (family of Pat Hoskins), John and Carol 
Lamken (brother and sister in law of Kathy Kremins), Robert Berberabe and 
family (friend of Karen Brunner), Sue Callaghan, Roxanne Sutton and 
family, Barbara and Roger, Taback Family (friends of Kathy Kremins), 
Virginia Murphy, Ray Caruso and his family (friend of Holly Petro), 
Christine Brodeur, Sue Carleton, Pat Hoskins, Dale & Wil Reyes; for the 
Homeless Solutions, the North Porch, Chester Mendham food pantry and 
Long Valley Community Assistance Program clients, and those who care 
for them; for migrants throughout the world seeking asylum;  Hailey, 
McKenna and Matt and Dylan (family of Dani & John Pietrowski), Sean King 
(Son of Carol King), the Zavoda family (friends of Jackie Millard), Irene, 
Anne, Diane (friends of Karen Brunner) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

We pray for those who have died:  and those who were victims of violence 
or natural disasters anywhere in the world. 
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Welcome to Church of the Messiah 
 

We are glad you are here to share worship with us. If you have 
any questions about the service or the Episcopal Church please 
allow us to answer them and get to know you. We are a loving, 
faithful congregation with numerous ongoing outreach efforts in 
the community. We are a church family made up of seniors, 
couples, singles, and families. We hope you enjoy your time with 
us and come back again soon. 
 

 
 

This Week’s Reflection 
 

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”  
1 Thessalonians 5:18  
 
This year has really been a year of all circumstances. There have 
been stark sorrows and stark joys. The circumstances have thrown 
our thanksgiving into relief. With so much anxiety holding sway, it 
can feel really odd to sink into gratitude.  
 
But let us be overwhelmed with gratitude this week. For our 
families, our friends, our communities. For the pets in our lives and 
for the moments of celebration. For the food, shelter, clean water 
and air and nature we find around us. For the support systems 
which work and the ways we can care for each other.  
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I give thanks for all of you continually. Your faith and belief, your 
care and your sense of community allows me to serve and honor 
God in this world. I am deeply grateful for you. 

 
Future Messiah Programs & Opportunities to Serve 
 

 

Coffee Hour Hosting: sign-up for hosting &/or setting up a day of 
your choice using the paper sign-up form in the parish hall on the 
counter. 
 
Pastoral Care Team: Just a short Reminder - your Pastoral Care 
Team is available to help with parishioner needs.  Please let us 
know if you need assistance with transportation, errands, healing 
prayers, meals post-hospitalization, etc.  Please contact Holly 

Petro, Lay Pastoral Leader, 973-796-7297,  hols_ann@yahoo.com.  
 
 

November’s Neighbor’s in Need will be The North Porch. 
 

2025 Homeless Solutions service dates:                                                                                                                                                                      

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BAEA928A0FAC70-54197907-2025   

 
Worship 

 

 

Holy Communion is offered by wafer and wine at Messiah. You are invited to stand 

or kneel to receive around the altar. Please fill in from the lectern side. Please let the 

clergy know if you would like a Gluten free wafer. The larger chalice is for sipping the 

wine, while the smaller chalice is for intinction, or dipping the wafer into the wine. If 

you plan to intinct, please consider using the hand sanitizer, on the table at the 

head of the first row of chairs, before receiving Communion. If you have any 

questions, please ask an Usher. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BAEA928A0FAC70-54197907-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BAEA928A0FAC70-46934528-2024#/
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Opportunities to serve in Worship: Worship involves many of us 
working together. Please speak with Mother Elizabeth , 
priest@messiahchester.org,  about serving in worship and Laura 
Bassett, laurabassett@gmail.com about the Vocal & Bell Choirs.    
Mother Elizabeth's sermons: If you'd like to follow along with 
Mother Elizabeth's sermons, you can read or listen to them 
at https://elizayoda.substack.com. 
 
 
Messiah Liturgical Schedule for Avent  
December 7-    Holy Eucharist with Mother Elizabeth 
December 14-  lay led Morning Prayer, Deacon Gail preaching 
December 21-  Holy Eucharist with Mother Elizabeth and Deacon    
                 Gail, Nativity Pageant, Christmas Cantata at 3:00 pm 
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                                                Fundraising 
                        

Shop Rite Cards: If you would like to pre-order Shop Rite gift cards 
please call 908-879-7208 OR email the office 
parishadmin@messiahchester.org, stating your name and the 
amount you want and we will have them in an envelope with your 
name on it in the office awaiting pick-up.  Make checks out to 
“Church of the Messiah” and note “Shop Rite” in the memo.  They 
cost the exact amount on the card ($50 card costs $50),  but we get a 
5% discount for buying them. 

VOLUNTEER at St. Elsie’s Thrift Shop !   
Specific ways to help Linda and Leslie in the Thrift Shop: 

1. Bring bags of clothes, shoes, and purses not wanted by our thrift 

shop, to any clothing bin in your area.   

2. Break down the cardboard boxes in the drop off room and put 

next to recycle bins. 

3. Get on the sub list to work in the back-room Thursday’s 1-3 or 3-5, 

or Saturday’s 10-12 or 12-2.  Or all 4 hours.   

4. Volunteer needed on Thursday and Saturdays, to  work at the 

front desk.  Linda Ochs, 973-222-9252  
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