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Rector’s Message: 
 
One of our national songs is entitled "America the Beautiful."  As I look around at the lush green landscape and 
walk in gorgeous gardens such as those at nearby Willow Wood, I feel the truth in that sentiment.  We are very 
blessed to live in such a lovely area and need to thank our creator for all that is good.  We are stewards of God's 
creation, and yet, as I write, we are still in national pain from the oil gushing out in the Gulf in constant streams.  
We feel helpless, but angry.  We know we need energy, but ask what price are we willing to pay in terms of 
lives lost, the loss of livelihood of those who live adjacent to drilling areas, and the damage to the environment 
which we want and need to conserve?  How we go forward when this spill is contained will be a major question 
for our nation.  What will we learn from this disaster, and how will we apply the learning?  
 
Learning is what we hope goes on in our schools.  For this year's graduates we hope they have learned much, 
both in their classrooms and from their relationships with peers and staff.  We congratulate Matt and Jack on 
their high school graduation and also Christy on her graduation from CCM.  Matt had to complete a community 
service requirement, and he cooked meat loaves for the community soup kitchen and spent many hours on the 
church grounds to help fulfill these hours.  Jack was one of our performers in the May concert.  His guitar 
playing and vocal ability impressed us all.  Christy has been amazing us with stunning photographs for several 
years already; she is always ready to be the Messiah photographer whenever there is a call for one.  We wish 
them all well as they continue on to the next stages in their education and careers.  
 
Moving forward in our church year, we recently experienced a joy-filled celebration of Pentecost.  Both baby 
Erowyn and her mom Roxanne were baptized.  The red decor of the banners and hangings are such a joy that 
we will continue to enjoy these symbols of the spirit of Pentecost until June 20.  At that time we return to the 
green of the season after Pentecost, which continues until the new church year begins with Advent.  We are 
very grateful to Tim and Mario for hanging the banners.  
 
The end of school, the warm weather--all tell us that summer is coming.  Maybe summer brings a change of 
pace and changes in your schedule. However, there are many things that we continue to need, such as the 
availability of health care and other necessities.  A place and time for communal worship is also important.  Our 
worship schedule remains the same because we think, and very much hope, that God remains the same.   Do 
join us when you are at home and remember that there is still an 8 am option if you have plans for the rest of 
Sunday.  
 
I hope you can enjoy and thank God for all that is good about this late spring early summer season.  
 
Blessings! 
 
Margaret+ 
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REGULAR SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 8 am, spoken service with Holy Eucharist 
9 am, participatory service for children 6 and under and family members 

10 am, service of Holy Eucharist with choir and Sunday school; nursery care is available. 
 

Taize worship on Sunday June 27 at 7 pm 
 
 
 
 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Monday: 8 am Morning Prayer 
Monday: 7 pm Evening Prayer 
Tuesday: 8 am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday: 7 am Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday: 8 am Contemplative Prayer 

 Wednesday: 7 pm Holy Eucharist  
Thursday: 8 am Holy Eucharist 
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Don't Miss 
 
Annual Meeting and Parish Picnic June 13.  
 
Dining to Donate at Redwoods June 15. 
 
Neighbors in Need collection June 20 for Chester Food Pantry. 
 
Crop Walk planning meeting June 29 at 7. 
 
St Elsie's Closet is open from 10 am - 2 pm every Saturday. 
 
Senior Community Center open 1-4 every Tuesday and Thursday with exercise and other activities planned 
for each 1-hour segment. 
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News from our Wardens 
 

Property News 
 
New gutters were installed on the rectory garage the 
beginning of May.  This will solve the problem of water 
collecting in the garage.  The gutters will eventually be 
connected to a drain that we are contracting to have 
installed in the driveway.  The drain should solve the 
problem of water (and ice) pooling in the driveway area. 
 
Since we expect that we will be using heavy equipment 
on the rectory property for the water remediation in the 
next few months, we decided to delay putting in the 
drain.  The drain might be damaged by the weight of the 
trucks and equipment. Hopefully we can get to this in 
the fall before the winter freeze.        
 
Judy is still working on getting an answer from the state 
on the grant we applied for to help pay for fixing the 
water contamination resulting from the oil leak 2 years 
ago.   After 9 months, we just got a letter from the state 
saying that the application has moved from the 
evaluation department to the finance department.  We 
are hopeful...  
 
Wires Electric repaired outside lights at the rectory and 
on the lower level of the church property in May, and 
fixed a defective circuit inside on the lower level. 
 
The Sheriff's Labor Assistance Program (SLAP) worked 
on our grounds twice during the month of May weeding 
the flower beds and cleaning out the property by the 
stream.  Margaret has been planting and pruning 
everywhere she can reach, and the property has never 
looked better.  
 
St. Elsie's Closet 
 
I am happy to report that St. Elsie's Closet has earned 
$1,013 during its first 5 weeks.  We seem to have a 
never-ending pile of donations, which is great.  But, they 
need to be inspected, sorted and hung.  The hanging rack 
that we were using for sorting is now being used in the 
store.  Therefore, Tim hung some additional poles in the 
sorting area.  This will make it easier for our volunteers 
since they will now have a place to hang the clothes.  
The pole will also have labels directing you as to where 
to hang certain items.  For instance, all men's pants 
should be in one area and all women's blouses in 
another.  I am discouraging anyone from hanging 
anything in the store.  They are to be left in the sorting 
area.  The store is set up with specific clothing in certain 
areas and if our volunteers are not familiar with the 
store, they seem to put things anywhere and this causes 
confusion for the sales staff.  If anyone wants to 

volunteer, but is unsure of what to do, please call me.  I 
am usually sorting on Fridays.  A great big thank you to 
all those who dropped off donations, sorted and hung, or 
worked the closet as sales staff.  We need people every 
Saturday to staff the store.  Please consider adding your 
name to the list in the all purpose room.  
 
Diane  

 
Other News 
 

 
Dinner for a Good Cause 
Once again we will be running a Dining to Donate 
fundraiser at a local restaurant.  The date and venue have  
changed.   We will meet at the Redwoods Grill and Bar 
on Tuesday June 15 at 6:30 pm.  If you canÕt meet at 
6:30, you can come and present the official flyer 
(attached to this issue and also available from the church 
office) any time between 5:00 pm and 9:00 pm, and 10% 
of your bill will be donated to Church of the Messiah.  
This year the funds raised will be sent to the Alleluia 
Fund, a new diocesan program to fund outreach.  Each 
church has been asked to sponsor a fundraiser to support 
diocesan outreach programs, since the diocesan budget 
for outreach was cut to zero this year, and we want to do 
our part. 
 
 Jackie  
 
The Wardens have agreed to coordinate a new and 
improved "shepherding" ministry to help new members 
get acquainted and integrated into the Messiah family.  
More on this soon. 

 
 

 
LITURGY, WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

 
Music 
June 13 will be Mark's last Sunday with us as our 
organist and choir director.  Mark has been with us since 
March 2009 and we appreciate all he has done for us by 
playing the organ so well and by leading our voice choir.  
We wish him God speed as he moves with his family to 
Virginia.  
 
The Rector and Wardens are diligently seeking the right 
person to join us as our new Music Director.  If you 
know someone who might be interested, talk to 
Margaret. 
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We thank everyone who worked so hard to make the 
recent music fundraiser concert a success.  We are 
pleased to announce that we made $680.  Perhaps even 
more importantly, we made a lot of contacts with many 
gifted performers.  We especially thank Mark (our 
director and organist), Katherine (pianist and bell choir 
leader), Jillian (pianist), and the voice choir:  Allie, Sue, 
Katherine, Merica, and Pieter.  Merica and Allie, and 
Sue and Allie were featured in duets.  Last but not least, 
we thank the bell choir:  Katherine, Allie, Sue, Merica, 
Yvonne, Diane, and Frank. 
 
9 A M Service 
For the past year Tim has faithfully assisted at this 
service.  He has enjoyed "Praying and Playing" with our 
littlest members and their parents.  Tim will be away 
during July, and will be in NYC 50% of the Sundays 
when he begins his seminary studies in the fall.  
Therefore, I invite YOU to consider if you are called to 
help, even once a month, at this service.  The assistant 
needs to be available downstairs by 8:50 and stay until 
around 9:40.  The families who come are wonderful and 
we have a lot of fun as we worship.  Please talk to 
Margaret if you are interested in this ministry. 
 
Also, please note that we are now advertising this 
service as appropriate for kids under 6 (through 
kindergarten). 
 
Liturgy Changes 
On June 13, weather permitting, we will have a 
celebratory "Mass on the Grass" in our beautiful St. 
Francis Garden.  The picnic following will be in the 
same area.  Do join us! 
 
Beginning June 6 and continuing through the summer, 
we will be using options from Enhancing Our Worship, 
an Episcopal resource, for the Eucharistic Prayer (or 
Great Thanksgiving).   
 

 
During the summer months we will offer a single class 
for children and youth who wish to attend.  However, we 
would love to give "time off" to the teachers who have 
worked all year.  The summer program can be as easy as 
playing a "Veggie Tale" CD and talking about it and/or 
drawing pictures or role-playing the story.  Please sign 
up to help with this important ministry by offering to 
lead on just one Sunday.... 
 
 

PROGRAMS & PARISH LIFE 
 

 
 
If you have never attended a Messiah Annual Meeting, 
your golden opportunity is coming up June 13.   
Messiah's meetings are famous for being short.  All of 
the annual reports summarizing our year are assembled 
in a booklet.  The only "live" report is on the state of our 
finances, and the presenter guarantees it will be brief, 
relevant and understandable. 
 
If you don't know all of the vestry members and 
representatives, this is a great chance to find out who 
they are. (See list below.) They represent all of us and 
will be happy to hear your suggestions, and even your 
complaints. 
 
Once the business meeting is complete we will relax and 
enjoy the parish picnic.  The food will be served in the 
lower parish hall and we will eat in the garden.  If the 
weather does not let us follow these outside plans, the 
picnic will still be held but we will eat in the parish hall 
instead.  Bring a side dish or dessert; burgers and hot 
dogs will be provided. 
 
The Candidates for Election: 
 
Nominated for Warden: (2-year term) 
Diane  
Diane is running for a second term.  Our other Warden 
is Jackie. 
 
Nominated for Vestry: (3-year term) 
Merica  
Frank  
Peggy  
(The ByLaws allow for 1 additional member to be added 
to Vestry if an additional candidate is nominated.)  
Peggy was appointed to fill a vacancy in 2009; this will 
be her first full term.  Merica and Frank will be joining 
current members Ed, Ginny, Monica, and Doug.   
 
The Treasurer is elected by the Vestry.  Hardee has 
agreed to serve. 

 
Nominated for Representative to Diocesan 
Convention: 
Tim  
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Michael  
Christy  
We extend our thanks to all 3 of these representatives for 
agreeing to serve for a second year. 
 
Nominated for Representative to District 1 of the 
Diocese: 
Pieter 
Sam  
Jayne 
Pieter and Sam have graciously agreed to serve another 
year as District Reps. We extend our thanks to Hardee, 
who has retired from this ministry as he begins his 
service as Treasurer and a member of Vestry. 
 

 
 
Swim Party and Picnic 
The date has been set!  Sunday July 18 will be our 
annual swim party and picnic at Jockey Hollow Girl 
Scout Camp.  The pool is wonderful, with lifeguards on 
duty from noon until 4 pm.  There is a covered pavilion 
with enough tables and benches for everyone.  We will 
grill burgers and hot dogs, and of course the all 
important s'mores.  Do plan to join us--fun for all ages. 
 
The charge is $10 for adults, $5 for kids under 12, and 
this includes use of the pavilion and pool (including 
lifeguards) and the food we grill.  You are invited to 
bring side dishes and/or drinks to share. 
 
Vacation Bible School this August at Messiah  
 

 
 

We have the date:  August 9-13 
And the time:  9 - 12 noon 
And the age range:  3 - 10/11 
And a great team of leaders:  Cali and Janelle, Ryan and 
Colin, Tre, Mario, Katherine, and Jillian, as well as Tim 
and Margaret. 
 

We will be looking at how Jesus helped people and how 
we can, too.  There will be songs and games and stories 
and snacks, and most important of all, FUN.  
 
Flyers are available for you to give to any child you 
know who might be interested.  The curriculum is non-
denominational.  There is no charge, but we will be 
encouraging the children to bring non-perishable food 
items for the Chester Food Pantry. 
 
Other Programs Continue 
 
Bible Study Opportunities 
Our Monday evening Bible Study group will not meet 
on Mondays for the next 2 weeks due to scheduling 
conflicts.  But the group has agreed to meet on Thursday 
June 10 and Wednesday June 16.  The regular schedule 
resumes Monday June 21.  All meetings begin at 7:20, 
after a 7 pm service in the church.  We are studying the 
gospel of John. 
 
The daytime Bible Study group has rescheduled their 
meetings from Monday mornings to Tuesdays from 1:30 
- 2:30 (after the Book and Lunch Group).  We are 
beginning 2 Chronicles, and will soon be reading the 
prophets!). 
 

 
 
Our Tuesday Lunch group is meeting at the Chester 
Diner during the month of June. . Watch the weekly 
announcements or the website for the latest information 
on our movable feast.   We are beginning a new book 
called Wisdom Distilled from the Daily  by Joan 
Chittister; we will discuss Chapter 1 on June 8. 
 
Book and Movie Night 
Our next Book and Movie Night will begin at 6:45 on 
Tuesday June 22 in the downstairs parish hall.  Bring 
your own supper and we will discuss our book while we 
eat. This meeting was rescheduled from June 8, so we 
are still planning to discuss "Nine Parts of Desire" by 
Geraldine Brooks, a non-fiction work about the role of 
women in the Muslim world.   Brooks, a prizewinning 
writer for the Wall Street Journal, spent six years 
covering the Middle East.  For her, the headline events 
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were merely a backdrop for what became her fascination 
with the daily life of Muslim women.  This book is her 
observations of Middle Eastern life that helped her 
understand how the veiled women cope with the 
sometimes contradictory political, religious and cultural 
forces that shape their lives.   The movie has not yet 
been chosen, but it is guaranteed to be thought-
provoking. 
  
This group usually meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month, but holiday and vacation schedules have put us a 
bit off schedule.  The next meeting date will tentatively 
be July 27. The book will be "The Good Men:  A Novel 
of Heresy" by Charmaine Craig.  It takes place in 14th 
Century France where a young woman was tried for 
heresy during the Catholic inquisition against the 
followers of a band of heretics called The Good Men.  
The story spans three generations and follows the 
passions of characters torn between desires for spiritual 
grace and fleshly pleasure, and caught between the 
power of the written word and the pull of the natural 
world.  Craig movingly dramatizes how relatively small 
and almost incomprehensible differences in faith become 
the impetus for a tragic historical moment in time.  She 
was studying medieval history at Harvard when she read 
the 14th Century testimony of Grazida Lizier, who was 
actually tried by the inquisition against heretical 
Christians in medieval France.  The novel is the result of 
her intrigue with the incident.   
 

 OUTREACH 

 
 
On Friday June 25 Messiah has offered to host a 
barbecue for a family staying at Haven of Hope, 
operated by St. Luke's Church in Hope.   The families 
who are invited to stay at the cottages of Haven of Hope 
have a child who is seriously, even terminally ill.  They 
come for a week's family vacation hosted by St. Luke's.  
Other church groups (like us) are welcomed as cooks at 
a weekend barbecue.  If you would like to be part of the 
cooking team, please talk to Margaret.  If you are 
interested but cannot make this date, let Margaret know; 
we may be able to take another date also.  

 

  
Mission Trip: August 15 -20 
We are looking forward to our August Mission Trip to 
St. Paul's Church in Paterson.  This is the first time a 
church has been on a mission trip in our own diocese.  
As you can imagine, there are many needy people in 
Paterson and there will be plenty of opportunities to 
serve.   
 
We will be staying in the parish rectory while the rector 
and his family are on vacation.  This will be a lot more 
comfy than the gym floors where we slept the last 2 
years!  Consider this a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
go on a mission trip and enjoy the comforts of home 
(almost!)  The cost will be minimal--no more than $100 
for Sunday to Friday, including all meals.   
 
We will leave here on Sunday afternoon August 15 and 
stay until Friday evening August 20.  St. Paul's Church 
has a parking lot where we can safely leave our cars.  
We can include youth from 10 years and up; there is no 
maximum age.  Helping St. Paul's leaders with their 
Vacation Bible School each afternoon is one of our 
ministries.  The others will be worked out depending on 
the wishes of those in our group.  Please talk to Margaret 
if you are interested in attending.  If you feel you would 
like to come but cannot stay for a whole week, that may 
also be possible.  
 
If you are considering joining the team, please talk to 
Margaret as soon as possible.  We have 6 people signed 
up so far and can include a few more. 
 
Meal Ministries 
We are continuing our ministries to the Homeless 
Solutions shelter and the Community Soup Kitchen in 
Morristown, which alternate monthly. Hunger does not 
take a summer vacation.  Our sign-up sheets are on the 
announcements board. This is your opportunity to lend a 
hand on the date of your choosing!  Our July dates for 
Homeless Solutions are Thursday July 1 and Saturday 
July 17.  We will be serving at the Morristown Soup 
Kitchen June 5 and again in August.  Thanks to all of 
you who made meatloaves for June 5. 
 
Neighbors in Need 
Our Neighbors-in-Need program includes both the 
Chester and Washington food Pantries, and the North 
Porch (a Diocesan ministry serving mothers with babies, 
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operating in Dover). Each month we will ask for 
donations for one of these charities on a rotating basis.  
This month it is Chester Food Pantry's turn; we will 
bless the donations for them on June 20. 
 
English Instruction Ministry 
Our English language ministry is taking a summer break.  
June 6 will be our last session until the fall.  If you think 
you might be interested in helping local residents 
improve their English, speak to Ed or Margaret or any of 
the others who participated this spring.  Excellent 
training and materials are available through Literacy 
Volunteers. 
 

 
 

Messiah is again joining with all interested Long Valley 
churches to participate in the CROP Walk this fall.  
There will be an organizational meeting at Messiah on 
Tuesday June 29 at 7 pm.  If you would like to be a [part 
of the organizing team, please talk to Ginny or Margaret. 

 

  
 

June Birthdays 
02   Marilyn  
07 Suzanne  
 Max  
15 Katherine  F 
30 Katherine S 
 Desiree  
 
Anniversaries 
02 Jayne and Sam  
03 Linda and Norm  
05 Ed  and Tim  
16 Laura and Peter  

 
FUNDRAISING 

 
September 25 is Tricky Tray 
Mark the date now on your calendars and keep Tricky 
Tray in mind when you see a bargain.  The committee 
has a wonderful new space in the basement for 
organizing and assembling baskets.  Bring donations 
anytime. 
 

Shoprite Cards 
These are available every Sunday after church, and Chris 
has even been known to deliver.  Remember, the church 
gets $5 for every $100 worth of cards you buy.  If you 
spend $100 a week, you can give the church an extra 
$260 a year without it costing you a thing.  If 50 families 
did this, we would make over $13,000!! 

 
MONEY TALK 

 
Finances about on track through April 
MessiahÕs finances show a $(9,900) loss through four 
months, which is slightly worse than budget. 
 
(in thousands of dollars)   
  Jan-April 
    Better/ 
  Actual Budget (worse) 
INCOME    
 Pledges 40.1  40.9  (0.8) 

 
Rentals/fund-
raising/ other 14.7  16.5  (1.8) 

 Total Income 54.8  57.4  (2.6) 
EXPENSES    
 Total Expense 64.7  62.6  (2.1) 
     
NET 
GAIN/(LOSS) (9.9) (5.2) (4.7) 

 
Although pledges are slightly behind for the period, the 
outlook for the year still looks good.  We expect pledges 
to be up for the year because of the response by 8 
families so far to boost pledges if possible.     
 
Our rentals are doing well, slightly over budget.  Fund-
raising and scrip sales are well below, but this is all due 
to timing effects.  Our big fund-raiser of the year, the 
tricky tray, is in the Fall.  We stock up on grocery cards 
during the year; then zero out and show our net gain at 
year-end.  Our St. ElsieÕs Closet is bringing in 
unexpectedly good income Ð none of it in the budget! 
 
Expenses are running some $2100 above budget so far, 
but again that is mostly timing.  We are paid ahead on 
our insurance premiums, which will even out. 
 
We hope members will try not to let pledge payments 
fall off during the summer Ð pay in advance of vacation 
periods if possible. 
 
Hardee, Treasurer 
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D I N I N G  T O  D ONA T E  a t  R e dw o o d s  D I N I N G  T O  D ONA T E  a t  R e dw o o d s    

T u e s d a y  J u nT u e s d a y  J u n e  1 5e  1 5   

R e s e r v a t i o n s  A r e  R e q u i r e d !R e s e r v a t i o n s  A r e  R e q u i r e d !   

  

On Tuesday, June 15th Church of the Messiah wil l  be hosting a On Tuesday, June 15th Church of the Messiah wil l  be hosting a 

fundraiser at the Redwoods fundraiser at the Redwoods Gril l  and BarGril l  and Bar  in Chester.  Present  in Chester.  Present 

this f lyer to your server from 5:00 pm to closing, and 10% of this f lyer to your server from 5:00 pm to closing, and 10% of 

your bil l  wil l  be donated to Messiah.your bil l  wil l  be donated to Messiah.   

  

Bring your family and fr iends and enjoy a meal while raising Bring your family and fr iends and enjoy a meal while raising 

money for Messiah.  All of the proceeds wil l  go to money for Messiah.  All of the proceeds wil l  go to Messiah'Messiah's s 

outreach. outreach.   

  

No other coupons or promotions can be combined with this No other coupons or promotions can be combined with this 

fundraiser.fundraiser.  
  

 
 

Be sure to make a reservation (908 -879-7909) 
 

AND 
 

Bring a copy of this announcement! 


